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ROBERT S. WELCH CENTER FOR GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
GOUCHER COLLEGE  

TEACHERS’ INSTITUTE  
2020© GOUCHER COLLEGE 

 
AP 537.100 PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE AP EXAM:  UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
  

MONDAY, JUNE 22– THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2020 
7:30AM – 4:00PM (MON. – THURS.)  

 

SYLLABUS 

 
Course Description: 

 

This course provides teachers with an overview of the basic structure and content necessary 
for an AP course in Government and Politics: United States. The instructor will focus on the 
development of learning activities and teaching strategies for use with each of the big ideas, 
learning objectives, essential knowledge, disciplinary practices and reasoning processes 
included in the redesigned curriculum framework. Emphasis will be placed on the use of 
multiple resources in the teaching of the course as well as preparing students for the 
redesigned AP examination format. An analysis of AP examination questions will be included 
as well as a review of the standards for the grading of the exam. A major portion of the course 
is devoted to the development of units for an AP U.S. Government and Politics course by 
participants, including the learning activities and resources necessary for the implementation of 
such a course. This course is suitable for teachers new to AP U. S. Government and Politics 
as well as those experienced in the teaching of the course. The course will include a “best 
practices” sharing session and participants are encouraged to bring a copy of a favorite 
lesson/activity/strategy they have used in, or that could be adapted to, an AP U.S. Government 

and Politics course. If participants already are teaching the course or know the textbook and/or 
any other books they will be using, they should bring these as well. 

 

Course Objectives: 

 
At the conclusion of this course participants will be able to: 

 
o Design and implement an AP U.S. Government and Politics course. 
o Develop a familiarity with the components and content of the Course and Exam 

Description (CED) binder. 
o Develop a curriculum, including activities and assessments, for the units/topics of 

the course in order to build students’ proficiencies in the disciplinary practices 
and reasoning processes. 

o Implement strategies to prepare students for the AP Exam. 
o Devise or revise a syllabus to align with course requirements. 
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o Make equitable access a guiding principle in designing instruction. 
o Understand the reasons for the shift to fall registration and how to help facilitate 

the student registration processes. 
o Familiarize themselves with the use of AP Classroom 

 

Day 1 

 

•        Introductory Activity 

• Equity and Access 

•         Course and Exam Description Binder 

                            -Understanding the AP US Government Course                

                            -Understanding the Unit Guides 

                            -Spiraling and Scaffolding 

•         Applied Learning: The Political Science Research or Applied Civics Project 

• Introduction to Curricular Requirements and Syllabus Development 

•         The Redesigned Exam Format 

• The Practice of Political Science: Disciplinary Practices and Reasoning Processes 

       

Day 2 

 

•         Personal Progress Checks 

•         Introduction to Planning and Developing Unit Guides 

•         Selection of Texts and Materials for AP Courses in U. S. Government and Politics 

•         Tour of Instructional Approaches 

• The National Constitution Center’s Interactive Constitution 

• Reading and Analyzing Required Documents 

• Analyzing and interpreting Visuals 

• Planning and Developing Curriculum for Selected Units 

 

Day 3 

 

•         Fall AP Registration 

• Analyzing and Comparing Supreme Court Cases 

• Analyzing Quantitative Data 

• Connect and Apply Concepts 

• Writing an Argument Essay Like a Political Scientist 

• Planning and Developing Curriculum for Selected Units (continued) 

 

Day 4 

 

• The Exam Reading 
• Formative and Summative Assessment 



Page 3 of 3 
 

• The AP US Government and Politics Exam (Building Practice Questions) 
• Planning and Developing Curriculum for Selected Units (continued) 
• Participant Sharing Session of Unit Guides for Units 1 – 5 

 

Grade and Transcript Information 

 

• Goucher College does not issue grade reports. You can obtain your grade 
approximately 3 weeks after concluding the course by going to the Goucher website 
(mygoucher) and follow the prompts to receive your grade. If you have misplaced your 
password, please contact the help desk and they will walk you through this procedure 
(410-337-6322).  

 

• If you need a paper copy of grades for tuition reimbursement, you will need to request a 
transcript in writing. You can fax your request to Student Administrative Services (SAS) 
at 410-337-6504 or mail to SAS at 
 

Goucher College, SAS 
1021 Dulaney Valley Road 

Baltimore, MD 21204 
 

There is no charge for this request.  Please allow 3-5 working days to process.  To 

access the transcript request form, please go to http://www.goucher.edu/x1891.xml 

Questions?  Please call 410-337-6200. 

 

https://www.goucher.edu/information-technology/accounts-and-access/mygoucher/
http://www.goucher.edu/x1891.xml

