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Goucher College First Year Summer Read

My Time Among the Whites: Notes from an Unfinished Education
Jennine Capé Crucet

The First Year Summer Read is your first step in what will be a three-year exploration of
Race, Power, and Perspective-a central component of the Goucher Commons Curriculum
and an expression of the social justice commitments of Goucher College. As a member of
the Goucher Community, you will have many opportunities to discuss and explore your
own identity; to examine the ways in which race, ethnicity, gender, religion, class, and
many other markers of identity affect levels of privilege and access to power; and to
develop skills in communicating across difference in the classroom and beyond.

The Race, Power, Perspective (RPP) Roadmap Year 1
Your RPP experience begins even before you step foot on Goucher’s First Year Read
Campus as you complete the First Year Summer Read and write a Experience
reflection focusing on both your own and the author’s
perspectives. Then during your first few days on campus, as part of
your orientation, a professor or staff will lead you through your first
college discussion about the book and your written reflection. Year 2
RPP Course

During your second year of college, you will explore these topics in
more depth as you take a specifically designed RPP course that will
focus on race, power, and perspective taking as it relates to your
chosen subject matter. Year 3

Study Abroad

Finally, as part of your Study Abroad experience (typically during
your third year) you will be asked to look back on the previous two
years—including by re-reading this first written reflection—and consider how your own
perspective has changed and grown since you first became a Goucher student.

The First Year Summer Read has three parts.

® Reading and Prewriting: Read the book, take notes, and think about the prompts
below. You'll do this to prepare for a writing assignment that you’ll complete in part
2.

® Written Response: Craft an essay as directed by the prompts below and bring it to
the discussion in part 3.

® Book Discussion: You will discuss the book with your peers during Fall Orientation,
where you will share some of the ideas you considered in Part [ & II. (More
information about the book discussion will be given prior to First Year Orientation).



Part I: Prewriting: As you are reading the book, take detailed notes on the text. As you are
reading, identify:

® The author’s biographical information and significant life events.

® Larger cultural and/or historical moments referenced by the author.

® Quotes or passages (mark the page numbers) you would like to discuss with
others.

Part II: Written Response: Now that you've had a chance to take notes about the text craft
a response essay in which you consider the following three questions:

® How has the author’s identity shaped their perspective of the experiences
described?

® How might your identities inform these experiences if you were in a similar
situation?

® How might your views be similar to and/or different from the author’s and why?

Use evidence from at least three specific essays/chapters in the text, one from each section
of the book (Early Encounters, Various Immersions, and Resistance in Action).

When crafting your response, consider factors (such as parents, community, personal
situation, identity, cultural or religious background, education, etc.) that may have
influenced the author’s and your own point of view or perspective.

Part III: Discussion: On Tuesday, August 22, from 1:30-3:00 pm, you'll participate in a
discussion led by Goucher faculty and staff. The students in that discussion group will be
your Fall Orientation group (and then turn into your FYE class)! Please bring your
prewriting notes, written response, and ideas to the Orientation Discussion.

During your First Year Seminar course (FYS), you will upload your essay to Canvas. You
will learn more about how to access and use Canvas during orientation.

Response Essays should be 300+ words or 1 ¥2- 3 pages double-spaced and should be
submitted in a Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) document.

Lastly, the author, Jennine Capé Crucet, will visit campus to share with you about the book
on Monday, September 18 at 7 pm in the Hyman Forum, located in the Ungar Athenaeum
(“the Ath”). You are asked to attend this session, likely with the rest of your FYE class.

Do you have questions or concerns?
Please contact the Office of the Associate Provost for Undergraduate Studies by email,
associateprovost@goucher.edu.
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