DIVERSITY STANDING COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 26, 2007

Present:  Gail Neverdon Edmonds, Wendy Belzer Litzke, Rick Pringle, Santa Wallace, Erika Cardona, Juliet Forrest, Dan Tillapaugh, Ed Duggan, Cynthia Terry, Vicki Buchanan

Guest:  Sandy Ungar
Excused: Salvador Mena, Natalie Diaz, Joan Burton

The first meeting for the Diversity Standing Committee for the 2007-2008 academic year was held on Wednesday, September 26, 2007.  Gail Edmonds introduced and extended her thank you to Juliet Forrest (Associate Professor, Dance Department) and Dan Tillapaugh (Assistant Director, Student Activities Office) as co-chairs for the Diversity Standing Committee this semester.  Gail also notified the committee that Salvador Mena (Associate Dean of the Office of Community Living and Multicultural Affairs) is working a reduced schedule this semester to complete his doctoral coursework and will be working with the committee behind the scenes.  

Sandy Ungar expressed his thanks to the members of the community for taking on this important role regarding participation and support of diversity on our campus.  He continued to emphasize this vital need towards the continued success of Goucher College.  He was enthusiastic about participating in the meeting and expressed his enthusiasm and interest for taking part in future meetings.

Dan Tillapaugh distributed the FUSION 2007 Schedule of Events which can be found on Goucher’s website at www.goucher.edu/fusion.  Highlights of Fusion will be the opening kickoff celebration on Monday, October 22 with Lt. Gov. Anthony Brown as keynote speaker, Disability…Meet Diversity, a presentation by Chris Bell, English department lecturer on Monday, October 22, The Coming Out Monologues, sponsored by Prism, on Wednesday, October 24, A Concert with Tito Puente, Jr. on Thursday, October 25, the Day of Service in Old Goucher Neighborhood on Friday, October 26, and Morality in Politics: A Conversation with Congressman Barney Frank on Friday, October 26.  Additionally, he discussed the name change of BGLAD to Prism to reflect a more inclusive name due to the changing nature of language for LGBT students and straight allies.  The committee also heard about the First-Year Class Meeting for Students of Color and the LGBT & Straight Ally Welcome Reception held earlier this semester.  Both were well attended by faculty, staff and students. 

Dan also spoke briefly about future agenda items and updates, which included the proposed Bias Incident Communications Protocol, Goucher College Diversity Statement, the collection of information on community members with disabilities, and diversity in employment - Debbie Lupton and Charleata Neal, from human resources, will discuss diversity as it relates to employment at the December meeting).  

The committee members discussed additional items for future agendas, which include student retention and success at Goucher, and the recruitment and persistence of underrepresented populations. Students from Umoja will attend to discuss African American students at Goucher and Salvador Mena, Associate Dean of Community Living and Multicultural Affairs will share updates on programs and initiatives from the Office of Multicultural Affairs..  Other topics of interest are transgender student issues, including an update on gender neutral housing and education on gender identity issues.  The film Transgenerations, a documentary on four trans-identified college students, will be shown.  
Fall meetings will be held October 17, November 14, December 5 (11:30am to 1 p.m. in the President’s Conference Room).
