Diversity Standing Committee 
Minutes of October 21, 1998 Meeting

Members Present:  Sam Brickhouse, Gail Edmonds, Deidra Hill, Fred Mauk, Joe Morton

Guest:  Tamara Schwab, member of the SGA and SAC representative to Dean Nuss

Homophobic Incidents:  There was a detailed discussion of campus responses to homophobic remarks which had been written on residence hall doors and observed in other places on the campus.  The general consensus of members present was that the administration, campus organizations and governing bodies had acted quickly in publicly denouncing the homophobic hate messages.  Public statements that were sent to all members of the campus included those from President Mohraz, the Chair of the Faculty Senate, the Diversity Standing Committee and the Student Government Association.   At the time of the meeting a person had come forward to accept responsibility for most of the hate messages.  Deidra Hill, Associate Director of Communications, informed the committee that a media advisory had been sent to a number of local newspapers and that some had responded seeking more details.  Channel 13 had been on campus to conduct interviews and Channel 2 was expected later.  Deidra reminded everyone of the rally to be held on Thursday, October 22, at 10 p.m. in front of Stimson Dining Hall.  Local government officials had been invited to attend and some were expected to be there.  Prior to the rally students would take a symbolic walk through the residence halls to “reclaim them.”  

Tamara Schwab reported that the Safety and Security Task Force, comprised largely of students, has been patrolling the residence halls seven days a week in an effort to prevent more homophobic messages from being written on residence hall boards or doors.  They have been patrolling the halls from 10:30 p.m. until 2:30 a.m. and will continue to do so for an undetermined amount of time.  They read the message boards on all doors to determine if any hate messages are being written.  Tamara said that many students were still anxious about other homophobic incidents occurring because no one had been conclusively identified as responsible for all of the hate messages.  Members of the committee raised questions about possible invasion of privacy in regard to reading everyone’s message board, and the ability of students to sustain such a vigil indefinitely.  Gail Edmonds also reported that Cory Brewster, chair of the Safety and Security Task Force, had approached her for grant funding to purchase “walkie talkies” for students who patrol the halls.

DuPont Grant Updates:  Gail Edmonds gave a brief update of activity with the Grant.  Several initiatives are underway.  Proposals have been submitted to the Faculty Affairs Committee for faculty/staff develop grants.  Gail Edmonds has also received proposals from members of the campus to sponsor programs which will highlight diversity.  Two initiatives with Baltimore County Schools Office of Multicultural Education are being planned for January and April of next year.  Members of Hillel, Umoja and Lotus have also submitted proposals for diversity initiatives.  
Awareness Weeks:  Gail Edmonds reported that she had attended a meeting with colleagues from student life to establish a calendar of events which will address different dimensions of  diversity awareness as well as current important topics such as alcohol and AIDS education.  Participants at the meeting volunteered to be responsible for working on certain awareness weeks and collaborating with student organizations or other campus groups interested in those topics.  Gail will disseminate the calendar to Diversity Committee members once it is finalized.   One of the goals of the committee is to publish the calendar in the spring of each year.
Study Circle Concerns:  Emily Perl brought to the attention of Gail Edmonds that an article in the Gazette had mistakenly indicated that study circles sponsored on campus would address all dimensions of diversity.  The study circles, co-sponsored by Interfaith Action for Racial Justice, focus on issues of race and do not try to address all dimensions of diversity.  Persons interested in participating in subsequent study circles on campus should be aware that the primary emphasis is on race, particularly issues between blacks and whites.  

Announcements:

Several members of the campus community attended the showing of Africans in America, a documentary about slavery, at Union Baptist Church in Baltimore City.  The series is airing on public television and was produced by a Baltimore native.  The special showing was co-sponsored by Interfaith Action for Racial Justice along with several congregations and civic organizations.

Dr. Beverly Tatum, Dean of the College at Mount Holyoke, will speak at Roland Park Country School on Wednesday, October 21 at 7:p.m.  She will discuss her new book, Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?

Future Meeting Date:

Wednesday, December 9
3:30 - 5:00
President’s Conference Room

