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By Jeff Chiu, Associated Press

Enlarge

Melissa Sconyers, who studied abroad in China, is
photographed with a Chinese flag in San Francisco
Aug. 11. China is the seventh most popular destination
for U.S. students, according to the Institute of
International Education.
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than a decade earlier, the report says. It was
released today by the Institute of
International Education, a non-profit New York-based group that
tracks international enroliment trends with U.S. State
Department funding.

HIGH MARK: 7% surge for foreign students in USA
EXPERIENCE: Study abroad, community service enhance
learning
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"U.S. students recognize that our world is increasingly
interdependent," says Goli Ameri, assistant secretary of State for
educational and cultural affairs. "There is tremendous interest on
the part of other countries for Americans to study there."

Among report highlights:

FIND MORE STORIES IN: United States | Congress | Europe |
Asia | Baltimore | China | Argentina | South Africa | India |
Ecuador | Christian Science Monitor | Institute of International
Education | Goli Ameri

«Europe continues to host the largest share of students, 57%,
but that's down from the year earlier. Some of the fastest growth
is occurring in Asia and Africa, where the number of students
increased by 20% and 19%, respectively. By country, some of
the biggest increases occurred in students going to South Africa,
up 28%; China, up 25.3%; Argentina, up 26.2%; Ecuador, up
29.6%; and India, up 24.2%.

*The top three major fields of study are the social sciences
(21.4%), business and management (19.1%), and humanities
(13.2%). Students studying foreign languages represented 7.2%
of the total; that was the only field to see a drop in the number of
students going abroad.

«A trend toward shorter durations continues. More than 55% of
students study abroad for periods of eight weeks or less, up
from 53% the previous year. The number of students spending
an academic year abroad has dropped from 5.5% to 4.4%.

Helping fuel the trend is an increase in programs and
opportunities, the report says. More colleges and universities are
creating partnerships with institutions abroad. Goucher College,
near Baltimore, now requires all incoming students to study
abroad. This summer, the former chair and vice chair of the 9/11
Commission urged Congress to approve a bill that aims to
increase to 1 million the number of students studying abroad in a
decade.

The United States "cannot conduct itself effectively in a
competitive international environment when our most educated
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citizens lack minimal exposure to, and understanding of, the
world beyond U.S. borders," they argued in an op-ed in The
Christian Science Monitor.

Even 1 million students would be a tiny share of all U.S.
students; last year, more than 17 million students were enrolled
in U.S. colleges and universities.

Institute president Allan Goodman suggests 1 million may be
overly optimistic. If trends continue, he says, about half that
number would be more realistic.

Even then, he says, challenges await. U.S. students are
increasingly choosing to study in less-developed countries, for
example, but those countries are already short of space. And
countries that would welcome more U.S. students aren't
prepared to accommodate a growing preference among U.S.
students for shorter programs.

"Where will another 500,000 U.S. students go? There is not an
inexhaustible supply in other countries," Goodman says. "There
is @ mismatch in terms of programs and capacity."
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korhashameaux wrote: 4h 54m ago

this story is dumb. a sizable share of the increase in students going abroad is directly related to the
increase in overall population. a more relevant statistic would be one showing the current percentage
of students in the U.S. versus those abroad compared to the same percentages over the last 5 to 10
years.

because the number of students in college has grown, one should expect the number of students
studying abroad will grow too.
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taiwaneers.com wrote: 7h 4m ago
I grew up in Michigan and chose to do my bachelors degree in Taiwan. | chose Taiwan because its
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way cheaper, gives me a chance to learn Mandarin Chinese, and sounded so much more fun than
just a normal university experience back home.

The university | attend here in Taiwan, Ming Chuan University, even has programs taught completely
in English and | am enrolled in one of them. | definitely don't seem to be suffering from any "lower
standar" here either!

So far my experience has been overwhelmingly positive! Glad to know more students are agreeing
that opportunities don't disappear at the US border.

-www.taiwaneers.com
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bewolf1229 wrote: 7h 59m ago

Germany is known for the high quality of it's science and engineering. | am surprised that more
students are not going there for their year abroad. | do not understand the eight week program. How
much can you learn about your major area of interest in only eight weeks? Until now, | have always
envied those who could study abroad for a year or more, not now. | am afraid that the Junior year
abroad programs have been "gutted.” Sounds more like an attempt to impress future employers by
doing the minimum amount of work necessary. | am not sure about the three primary programs of
interest? Spend good money to study social science, and the humanities abroad?
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R Marco Polo wrote: 9h 25m ago

Arecord 241,791 U.S. students went abroad for academic credit in 2006-07, up 8% from the previous
y year, and nearly 150% more than a decade earlier, the report says.

This is very good for the US benefit, the world peace and their individual careers. Isolation only would
conduct the backward, the US GDP is just to occupy 19% of the world, and the trend is to be
declining slightly, the rest of the world is abundant and wonderful.

Globalization is coming; the US needs more talents who are familiar with foreign language, culture
and other institutions. Chinese and Japanese both languages would be more significant in the future
than now.

These students also can promote the nice communications between the US and foreign countries.
Understanding foreign countries can promote the interflow of the globe, world peace and the US
export. The international trade would play a further essential role for the future US economy.
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constantintrigue wrote: 9h 50m ago

this is so interesting- | was just at a conference and they described similar numbers. The good news
is there is a lot of emerging technology for study abroad

check out abroad101.com
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m1ike-K wrote: 11h 20m ago

jackolantyrn356 wrote: 2h 3m ago

| don't think American Students should be having to put up with Liberal Vermin infested Hippie
professors anymore. If American Students are going to learn about Communism they'll get it straight
ip from real Communists in Europe. | don't know why Americans discard what works and take up
systems that have failed over and over again. The reason for this failure is due to Socialist
manipulation of the Capitalist system.

e

considering european education is beating the s#$t out of american education these days... they're
the smart ones.

I'm going overseas next year to study in germany or in south africa. whats the problem with wanting
some diversity in ones life?
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bav wrote: 11h 24m ago

American students are very diverse too, currently, US University 58% White , 25% Asian , 10%
Latino, 7% Black.
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| remember studying a broad for about two years -- | finally married her.
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jackolantyrn356 wrote: 13h 26m ago

| don't think American Students should be having to put up with Liberal Vermin infested Hippie
professors anymore. If American Students are going to learn about Communism they'll get it straight
ip from real Communists in Europe. | don't know why Americans discard what works and take up
systems that have failed over and over again. The reason for this failure is due to Socialist
manipulation of the Capitalist system.
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