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A vast wasteland

What's so real about reality television?

THE K 'W&ORD

By Nsenga Burton

R:u]ug. televisian  preiy
much  sueks 1 wllen

manel af the B al reakiiy

shiws thai people will wach
wilh abaibutely niv preslucian valug al all, leg
Hritker 15 5 huge hit for CHA. bat 1 caning
pupgebiend why anyme woald wateh o banch
if peaple in oo Fouse plot ansd scheme agaim
euch olher sl ik i 0 lemp sum al sy il
will pever make up far the asiminc achstinl af
paan, sufferng and hemilialin

MTV's The Rewd Woeld stamed the realiny
phencmenca, sl this mnxway tain will ne
stop. Each year, more amd more shows aie sdded
j the Lineuges with titles that become niae and
mre lame {50 Tou Thiek K Caen Lowecel)
When 3 show Bils Elie aie (ha is actually gosd
— ke Project Rumwiry — netwarks rum the idca
ik ihe ground by doisg keock-0fT afler krack-
ol [, (Afake Afe o Supe raendel, anyine )

Projecr Rurray began a5 2 show tha
dreovered pedicovered talent. B was cool i
ser weneope from the maddle of sowhers with
Bilile 1 po professional esperigece create ol
{askaons, Mow the shoe [sabares, designens wiih
copisay aivanls of espericiies vying or
what enacrly? Whiz's so seal sboug o sho 1hai
presemls do discover walent hul s shibgtiaes
prosen taleni?

Fven the “seonilaly™ are Lame. Am Asseriein
Al comestanl recopded @n album belae! A
weman on Fliroer of Lo Jwed abean beng a
canlesiant om ancther realidy show ! Marne Loqers
was o dancer helome be wis 3 comesianl un
Shw Jug ik e Stres Semicane nay Have am
cating dvcondar vn Ameriva’s Neo Top Modd!
Chagp mil wwiien = a welel aahoan eating
disceder, 0 dancer whie keows how fe dance, a
fiar an 3 abivw Teulirng ol diggers aml o singer
who made o C1. Sheckeng? Mot quiie

Beatity ielevision is the farthess thing from
peality, Can you possably be loaking fur Jowe
i eheviseon? Maybe, but sou're probably ale
chasing fame and farune, which i5 why most of
the anions doonot erd happily, They aren’ based
on anything real, Perbage it is the fanlasy ikal
the average person can find Tove, lose ndiculous
snls of weight in pidcwlous amounis uf
fime, ohiain a millon dellars after solwining
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umwilling oppossnis, of become the belle o
beau il (ke bl BAmylse i is non the eealinyg al a0l
thal viewers seek. bia the fantasy of the realiy
inatend, Case in pasnt Peswan s senaes Pie Keal
Fomrewives of Anfeang, Bravo and thise women
ae clearly Niving an 3 Fantasy world il they
expect o publ off e idea that they 2re wealthy
woillites i Adlinds

This senes sianed in Orznpe County and
it seasn was filmed in Mew Yisk Ty In
reality. really wealiby people. pamicubaiy thows
wilh “pdil by wull B panisspale s
a eeality shiow. Why! Disceetion is ane al the
highed salees tha dlicy embeace Thise wha
ko, know . And thieg whoo gy nin Lnoss,
't peed bie koo, The warten im s sl
parade ansenl theosong nioney esenyahere,
leeng poaple knank that they b §1L and
berating those who donon bave il What's [unmy
absaut this particalar sl sy that pane ol the
wamen actually e in Atlanta - ie [TF finssle
the perimeter), They arn T people dudisile
e perimelert and ecbiained theie weahb by
marying prifessives] sthleies. Wiss, 15 his the
bt theal Bravo could do™ How siereatypical and
abdyrpend il 6 in chiiss slibetes ai signifiers of
wealth in a city f[lbed with African-Am2ricans
whis liave secuisaluied sweslil hiaugh business
amd eotrepiersanial endeavars. Hig, I digress

Muybe Bravo beliewes hat thils s dhie sealiny
of black people in Adania. Mavhe this i the
reality il ibey wuni the wicwed 1iv belseve
Altbough all of the shaws were bogus, the
Ailanig sk g5, har none, he wosd greap ol
wamen wsembled. Why? The reality i ikt
flese wansn e v [ way -.h.'.pr i Lo,
sicialiles, even less so than the wumen os the
wihier series Whal makes il worse a5 thal they
don's seom 10 know bis which acually makes
i lualarivis and patheric ol the same me, The
reality of the aimuation is that thess women arc
bering expused ai the preieniders that they are,
which. im 2 shversive way, 15 quive rcal

I B0, FOC Charman Rewton Missne
siated that television was @ wvast wsielasd, |
wie'L i vl an entare penre, hut | wall say tha
peality relewision @ helping @ prowe Bim righl
alenost 50 years Esten Encugh ol ihis eality
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