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The purpose of this study was to identify predictors of reading success in first-grade students.  Research indicates that there is a positive correlation between kindergarten pre-reading skills and reading achievement in first grade.    This study examined predictors of reading success in first grade using students from a public school in a suburban school system that serves both middle and low-income families.   Students in six kindergarten classes served as the subjects for this study.  There were 92 students; 52 were male and 40 were female.  Data were gathered from the fall and spring Kindergarten Performance Assessments (KPA) and end of first grade running record scores.  The KPA identified the pre-reading skills that were used as predictors of reading success in this study.  The running record scores were used as the post test measurement of reading achievement in first grade.  Measures administered in kindergarten were evaluated for their ability to predict first grade reading achievement.  The hypothesis that children with more competencies in oral language and phonemic awareness will have greater success in reading achievement than those students who are less competent was partially supported.  As predicted, phonemic awareness was a good predictor of reading success in first grade.  However, oral language was not a significant predictor of reading success in first grade.  Alphabet knowledge was identified as a significant predictor of reading success in first grade. This study indicates that phonemic awareness and a child’s ability to name letters in kindergarten were the strongest predictors of reading success in first grade.

