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The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship of foreign language study and SAT Verbal scores. Additionally, the study explored whether or not the number of years of foreign language study had an impact on SAT verbal scores.  The students involved were female seniors at a private high school in suburban Maryland.  By reviewing the official transcripts of the graduating classes of 2001 and 2002, this study compared the following data for each participant in the study: the foreign language studied, the level of foreign language study, the grade point average in English for the student’s senior year of high school, and the student’s verbal score on the SAT.  It was hypothesized that there would be no significant effect that the choice of foreign language study has on the verbal score achieved on the SAT.  This hypothesis was rejected because there was a significant difference in SAT Verbal averages among the students of three different foreign languages.  French foreign language students outperformed Spanish and Latin foreign language students.  In addition, students who reached advanced level in a foreign language outperformed students who did not reach advanced levels. Further study needs to be conducted to validate these findings.  

