

Teachers as Writers; Writers as Teachers
Course Description:
This course is designed for teachers who are engaged or soon to be engaged in the teaching of writing to students of all ages, and for teachers who are interested in exploring their own creative writing potential and developing fiction and non-fiction projects. 
In this course we will examine current methodologies for the teaching of writing, and we will explore new approaches and techniques. The course will provide strategies and exercises for writing and publishing at all levels, and will encourage teachers to develop their own writing skills, and to further their teaching abilities through the study and practice of the craft.
Objectives:
1. To provide students with an understanding of the craft of writing creatively in formats that include fiction, nonfiction and poetry.
2. To provide students with a wide variety of pre-writing exercises designed to stimulate ideas, strategies for structuring and producing a draft, and methods for revising and editing work. 
3. To model and present a vocabulary for critiquing student and peer work in a positive and constructive manner.
4. To explore avenues for publishing both student work and professional material, including traditional, online, and self-publishing options.




Syllabus:
Prior to Class please read:  Essays on Writing; Chapters 1 and 2; Other readings- TBA.  
DAY  ONE:
I. Introductions
2. One Writer’s Story -lecture/slides
3. The Writing Process-overview
		A. Work habits
		B.  Ideas	
		C.  Prewriting
 		D.  First drafts
E.  Revision

4.   Ice breaking exercise—Interview
5.  Prewriting exercises
A. Free Writing
B. Idea Gathering
C. Finding Your Subject
Assignment:
Please Write 500 – 750 words using the exercise handouts, or on a subject of your choice. 
Please Read Short Stories TBA









DAY  TWO:

1. Discussion of attitudes towards writing
2.  Guidelines  for critiquing
3. Sharing of writing
4. Elements of stories
A. Character
B.     Plot
C.     Point of View
D.  Voice 
E.     Theme
   
5. Exercises:
A. Create a Character
B. POV Exercise
C. Conflict Exercise

6. Finer Points:
A. Structure
B. Description
C. Dialogue

7. Practice

8. Sharing

Assignment: Please read Essays- TBA
Please write: 500-750 words -handouts

















DAY  THREE:

1. Discussion of Creative Non-Fiction

2.  Forms
	A. Personal 
	B.  How To
	C.  Opinion
	D.  Interview


3. Elements:
A. Language
B. Style
C. Tone
D. Voice

4. Practice 

5. Sharing and Critiquing

6. Discussion of Poetry
7. Forms
A. Cinquain
B. Diamante
C. Haiku
D. Sonnet
E. Free Verse
F. Nonsense
G. Rap
8. Elements
A. Figurative Language
B. Imagery
C. Rhyme
D. Rhythm
E. Meter



9. Practice

10. Sharing
Assignments: Writing- handouts, exercises

DAY  FOUR
1. Sharing and Critiquing
2. Discussion of Revision
A. Deep Revision
B. Content Revision
C. Editing
D. Polishing

3. Practice

4. Sharing 

Assignments: Revise work; Prepare to share;
Design and present a writing exercise for your students

DAY  FIVE

1. Presentations of final projects

2. Sharing of revised work

3. Discussion of Publication
A. Traditional Publication
B. Online Publication
C. Publishing options for Students
D.  Self Publishing 






















