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	Week 1-Developing Strong Characters, Creating Strong Plots
      
· Please Read Lectures 1 and 2

· Discussion Questions:

 1. Which story element do you think is more important: well developed characters that readers care about, or a riveting plot that keeps readers turning the pages? Why?
2. Here is my favorite quote about plots:  

“Plot is no more than footsteps left in the sand after your characters have run by on their way to inevitable destinations. Plot is observed after the fact, rather than before. It cannot precede action. It is the chart that remains when an action is through. That is all plot ever should be. It is human desire let run, running, and reaching a goal. It cannot be mechanical. It can only be dynamic.” From Zen and the Art of Writing, by Ray Bradbury

How does this apply to your own writing?

· Writing Assignments - see handout

 
	

	
	


Week 2  Point of View, Description
         Read Lectures 3 and 4  
         Discussion Question: 

1. What types of POV have you experimented with? Which do you prefer? Do you have any techniques or tricks for finding the right voice in a story? 

George Orwell once said, "Good prose is a window pane." This is one of my favorite metaphors. If we have to stop to admire a writer’s language, or try to figure out what she is saying, the writer is not doing her job. We should see right through the prose to the story and the images created by the words. It should be a window from one mind to another. What are some of your favorite metaphors or other uses of figurative language? What authors do you think are particularly graceful when it comes to description? Patricia MacLachlan (Sarah Plain and Tall) and Scott O'Dell (Island of the Blue Dolphins) are two of my favorites. 

· Writing Assignments
Week 3- Dialogue, Setting 
· Read Lectures 6 and 7
· Discussion Questions:

1. What do you like or not like about writing dialogue? How much dialogue is too much? Do you ever get annoyed when reading dialogue?
2. Some people love historical fiction, some love fantasy, some nature/adventure. What genres of fiction are your favorites? Why? 


·    Writing Assignments
Week 4- Revision, Publication
· Read Lectures 7 and 8

· Discussion Questions:

Sending out work is hard. Getting it back is harder. But if you don't send it out, you'll never get it published. Several of you have things I think are ready, or almost ready, to go. I hope you will be brave and get them out there. If they are accepted, hooray! You must e-mail all of us immediately and share the good news. If it comes back, well, as I tell my graduate students, getting a rejection doesn't mean you're a bad writer, it means you are a writer. Every writer gets rejections. It's no fun, but it's part of the game. What are your fears, concerns and questions about sending out your work? I will check in frequently with the discussion and I'll do my best to answer questions, address concerns, and allay fears. Meanwhile, get those revisions made, identify markets, and get ready to send! 

· Writing Assignments 
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