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SYLLABUS

ED 542: Early Intervention through Evidence-Based Strategies for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders
Dates: 
Monday, June 28, 2010 through Friday, July 2, 2010
Time: 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Required Text: 
There is no required textbook for this course.  Students are required to purchase a handout packet, which includes required readings and research articles as well as handouts that will be utilized during the course.  Packets will be available during the first class session. 
Instructor Contact Information:


Andrea Parrish, Baltimore County Public Schools

Office of Special Education

6901 North Charles Street

Baltimore, MD 21204

(Work) 410-887-3660

(Cell) 410-459-9125

(Home) 443-567-6484

(Email) aparrish@bcps.org
Office Hours: By Appointment Only

Course Description:

The field of education has been forever changed due to the high prevalence of young children who display characteristics associated with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  Trends in the field emphasize the importance of early intervention in order to promote long-term outcomes for students.  This course focuses on these trends by delving into evidence-based strategies that been proven to show sustaining impact for young children with autism.  Students will study the Autism Task Force Report published by the Maryland State Department of Education in 2004 in order to better understand service delivery recommendations.  Participants will examine research and implication strategies related to Pivotal Response Training (PRT), Discrete Trial Training (DTT), Incidental Teaching, strategies related to TEACCH (Treatment and Education of Autistic and Related Communication-handicapped Children), and behavioral programming for students who exhibit significant behavioral needs.  This course will allow participants to review each evidence-based strategy, observe the strategy in use, and experiment in implementing the strategy itself.  Course projects will be differentiated to meet the needs of each participant, depending on his or her current role in education.  This course is designed for those currently working in special education but would also be relevant for related support staff. 

Course Objectives: 

· Review common characteristics of Autism and Asperger Syndrome. 

· Determine the service delivery recommendations for young children with autism as outlined in the Autism Task Force published by the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE, 2004). 

· Identify the components of Pivotal Response Training (PRT) as well as the research associated with this strategy.
· Identify the components of Discrete Trial Training (DTT) as well as the research associated with this strategy. 

· Examine the implications of Incidental Teaching as a research-based strategy, including examples of how this method is in the classroom. 

· Review strategies related to TEACCH (Treatment and Education of Autistic and Related Communication-handicapped Children). 

· Create educational and behavioral plans for students based on research-based strategies. 

Lateness and Attendance Policy: 

Due to the nature of this abbreviated course, lateness and absences are not permitted.  If you must be absent for any reason, please contact the instructor at the contact information listed below. 
Course Requirements

Students will be responsible for completing two assignments and taking two quizzes during the course.  Additionally, students may choose to complete the final project in order to gain graduate credits.  Students may select from one of two options for the graduate credit assignment.  A general description of each assignment appears below and a rubric for each will be included in the handout packet that accompanies this course.  

Quizzes 
Two quizzes will be administered during the course.  The first quiz will assess students’ knowledge of material covered during the first half of the course.  Topics will include characteristics of autism, service delivery recommendations by MSDE, and Pivotal Response Training (PRT).  The second quiz will assess students’ knowledge of material covered during the second half of the course.  Topics for Quiz 2 will include Discrete Trial Training, strategies associated with TEACCH, and developing plans for students.  

Participants may utilize notes and resources from their handout packet during the quizzes.  Quizzes are composed of selected response items, short answer responses, and extended responses so that students may demonstrate their ability to identify rote concepts as well as synthesize information learned during the course. 
Assignment 1 – Role Play Activity
Working with partners, students will be assigned a particular skill that they must teach.  Time will be allotted during class for partners to collaborate in order to determine what treatment method they will use to teach a fictitious student, the materials required for the instruction, the goal for the student, and the data collection system that they will use to determine whether learning has occurred.  Following the planning process, partners will demonstrate their role-play for the class (one participant will serve as the teacher and the other will serve as the student).  The audience will be provided an opportunity to identify which treatment method is being demonstrated during the role play.  While students will work with a partner to complete this assignment, each student will be required to turn in his or her own copy of a notes template, which outlines the role-play.  This template is included in the handout packet that accompanies this course and a rubric for grading will be provided.  
Assignment 2 – Developing an Educational Plan

Given a sample profile of a young student with autism, each participant will be required to complete a plan for the student.  This plan will require the participant to determine the areas of strength and need, relevant goals and objectives, a description of the treatment methods, as well as the supplementary aids and supports that the student will require.  Information contained in the plan should be reflective of course content.  A template for the plan is included in the handout packet and a rubric for grading will be provided.  
Grading:
Graduate Credit Option

	Assignment
	Attendance/ Participation
	Quiz 1
	Quiz 2
	Assignment 1: 

Role Play
	Assignment 2: Educational Plan
	Graduate Paper

	Points Possible
	10%
	20%
	20%
	10%
	20%
	20%


Non Graduate-Credit Option

	Assignment
	Attendance/ Participation
	Quiz 1
	Quiz 2
	Assignment 1: 

Role Play
	Assignment 2: Educational Plan

	Points Possible
	10%
	20%
	20%
	20%
	30%


DESCRIPTION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATE CREDIT

Students who choose to pursue the acquisition of graduate credits for this course may select one of two options for their final project.  Each of these options is outlined below and students are responsible for notifying the instructor by the last day of the course which option they have selected. 

Option A: Treatment Methods Written Composition

Participants will write a composition that outlines early intervention research and strategies for young children with autism.  Students should introduce the concept of early intervention by summarizing the key recommendations of the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) in its Autism Task Force Report.  Following this, students will compare and contrast the treatment methods outlined in this course.  Comparisons should focus on the types of skills addressed by each method, ease of implementation in the classroom, and the necessity of data collection associated with each.  The purpose of this composition is to demonstrate that the learner understands each research-based intervention along with its importance in the education of children with autism.  It is expected that the composition include references to the assigned readings in this course.  The rubric below provides an overview of scoring qualifications.  

Graduate Assignment Writing Rubric:
	Points Possible


	Topic

	10
	MSDE Task Force Report Summary

	15
	Summary of the following treatment methods:
Pivotal Response Training

Discrete Trial Training

Strategies Associated with TEACCH

	10
	Data Collection Systems

	5
	Connections to Recent Research and Assigned Readings

	5
	Professionalism
(language usage, grammar, spelling, and punctuation) 

	5
	Required Length and APA Format


Additional Instructions:

Compositions should utilize the American Psychological Association (APA) Fifth Edition format.  When referring to information contained in assigned readings, use the APA 5 format for in-text citations.  Students are encouraged to demonstrate their understanding by paraphrasing texts instead of including direct quotes.  It is not necessary to cite PowerPoint presentations or information contained in lectures and discussions.  Utilize APA 5 format when formatting the body of the paper, including the title page, headers, spacing, margins, and references page.  Students are not required to include an abstract with this composition.  Papers submitted should be no more than eight double-spaced pages in length, which includes a title page, body of the paper, and references.  

Option B: Video Tape of Treatment Method Implementation
Students will create a video clip approximately ten minutes in length which demonstrates he or she implementing either Pivotal Response Training (PRT) or Discrete Trial Training (DTT) with a young child who displays deficits in the areas of communication, pre-academic skills, and/or other related areas.  Participants should select a subject who is less than five years of age and is struggling at least one area of skill acquisition.  A narrative must be submitted which includes the sections listed below:
· Section 1 – Student Description (no more than one paragraph)

· Identify the student’s age and a description of his or her strengths and needs.

· Section 2 – Treatment Method (no more than one paragraph)

· Description of the treatment method used as well as the rationale for your selection.
· Section 3 - Self-reflection (1-2 pages)

· Outline what went well during the instructional delivery as well as how instruction could be improved

· If errors are made during the delivery of the treatment, a description should be included in the narrative.  Participants will not be penalized for any minor errors, as long as they are identified in the self-reflection section. 
When submitting the assignment for Option B, students should submit the following:

(1) Narrative portion of the assignment (described above)

(2) Video tape (VHS tape, Mini DV Cassette, DVD, or digital format)
(3) Completed data collection sheet which corresponds to the video

Additional Instructions:  

The narrative portion of Option B should utilize the American Psychological Association (APA) Fifth Edition format.  For this assignment, the narrative portion should be no more than three, double-spaced pages in length (not including the title page).  In-text citations and a references page are not necessary for this assignment.  Students who work with young children with autism are highly encouraged to select this option, as it is likely to provide them with the relevant feedback to enhance their instruction.  The instructor is available to assist students who may be willing to complete Option B but need assistance in identifying a student and classroom in which to videotape.  Students should utilize the data collection sheets provided during the course.  All students are required to obtain permission from the parent of the child prior to videotaping.  A video permission form will be issued to students during class sessions. 
Due Date for Graduate Assignment (Options A and B): All projects for graduate credit are due via email submission to the instructor by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, July 16, 2010.  If students foresee difficulty with submitting the composition electronically, they must arrange with the instructor to submit the assignment via mail or delivery so that it is received by the due date.  (*Note: Videotapes may be mailed or delivered.)
Goucher College does not issue grade reports.  You can obtain your grade approximately 3 weeks after concluding the course by going to the Goucher website (mygoucher) and follow the prompts to receive your grade.  If you have misplaced your password, please contact the help desk and they will walk you through this procedure (410-337-6322). 

If you need a paper copy of grades for tuition reimbursement, you will need to request a transcript in writing.  You can fax your request to Student Administrative Services (SAS) at 410-337-6504 or mail to SAS at

Goucher College, SAS

1021 Dulaney Valley Road

Baltimore, MD 21204

There is no charge for this request.  Please allow 3-5 working days to process.  To access the transcript request form, please go to http://www.goucher.edu/x1891.xml
Tentative Course Schedule
	Date


	Topic(s)
	Assignment

	Monday, June 28
	Characteristics of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)
Identification Process and Trends Related to ASD


	MSDE Task Force Report
PRT Assigned Reading # 1

	Tuesday, June 29
	Service Delivery Recommendations by MSDE
An Introduction to Autism Treatment Methods

Introduction to Pivotal Response Training (PRT)


	PRT Assigned Reading # 2
Incidental Teaching Reading Assignment

Review content for Quiz 1

	Wednesday, June 30
	Pivotal Response Training (PRT)
Quiz 1

Incidental Teaching


	DTT Assigned Readings
Structured Teaching Assigned Reading

Review content for Quiz 2

	Thursday, July 1
	Discrete Trial Training (DTT) 
Strategies Associated with TEACCH


	ABA Overview

Review content for Quiz 2

	Friday, July 2
	Developing Educational and Behavioral Plans Based on Evidence-Based Strategies

Quiz 2


	Complete Graduate Assignment
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