

Special Interest Housing 2009-2010
Process Overview 
A Special Interest House is a community that provides students with an opportunity to choose a lifestyle and to live together in a supportive environment focusing on that common goal.  The Special Interest theme will be a central focus of programming for the house where topics supportive of their lifestyle will be discussed.  The Faculty, staff and outside guests will be among those sitting on the Selection Committee. They will come to engage with students about their Special Interest Housing community.

General Information
· The Special Interest House Application is divided into three parts- Proposal, Participant List and Individual Application.

· Any additional sheets used to provides answers must be typed and attached to the whole document.
· Submitting any part of this application or presentation does not guarantee approval.
· The Special Interest House Application Process has been designed to take place prior to Room Draw so students not living in Special Interest Housing may participate. 
· All paperwork is due to Melissa Smith in Community Living by 4:00PM on Friday, March 13, 2009.
Requirements

· Each Special Interest Housing group must name a student coordinator (House Leader) who will participate in monthly meetings of the Special Interest Housing Council.

· The special interest housing group will be required to complete a monthly update on the group’s progress that will be presented by the student coordinator at the monthly meetings. This monthly update must include a letter from the agency contact (if applicable) outlining the group’s activities for that month.

· At the last meeting of the Fall semester, the student coordinator will be required to submit a detailed calendar of all activities for the Spring 2009 semester.

· At the end of the first semester, special interest housing groups that are not fulfilling expectations may be terminated and students placed in other areas.

Proposal Criteria

The Selection Committee will review typed proposals stating the educational rationale of the group. Their decision will be based on the quality and thoroughness of the proposal; therefore, it is imperative that students address all of the areas below and obtain all necessary signatures. 
This proposal must be no longer than ten typed pages in length and should include the participation of all group members in its design and authorship. The proposal must follow the following format: 

I. Stated purpose of special interest housing group

II. Specific requirements of students involved

III. Detailed outline of proposed activities, including a calendar of events for the Fall 2008 semester

IV. Ways in which this special interest housing group will benefit:

a. Its own members

b. The Goucher community

c. The local community (if working with an outside agency)

V. Methods by which the group will involve their own residence community (staff and students)

VI. Stated ways in which the group will utilize their advisor

VII. How this proposal will better connect “academic life” with “student life” for participants

VIII. The process by which the group will evaluate the success of their program

Students who choose to live in this house agree to abide by the rules of the house.

These requirements apply to all common areas, as well as private rooms and include use by residents and guests.  Additionally, residents of the Special Interest House are required to attend two programs per semester in order to remain as part of the Special Interest community (attending more than two programs is encouraged).  Residents who fail to meet this requirement will result in the Office of Community Living and Multicultural Affairs reviewing your housing status and possibly relocating you 
to another residence hall if it is determined that requirements are not being fulfilled (please note that if you are required to move from Special Interest that your choice of residence will be based on available housing at the time of relocation).
Students who are not interested in being active members of the community are discouraged from applying. 

The staff of the Office of Community Living and Multicultural Affairs will consider and review each application.  Applicants will be considered based on their campus citizenship record, as well as in their interest for living in Special Interest. Those residents chosen to live in the Special Interest House do not have to attend room draw. 

Only groups who have identified the exact number of roommates required to fill a suite will be considered. 

All applicants will be notified of their status by mail.  If applications are approved, you will be required to present your proposal in front of the Selection Committee. If your proposal is approved, residents will be required to sign a statement agreeing to follow all house policies.  

Special Interest Housing 2009-2010
Proposal 

Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

Attach any additional sheets to the application. All paperwork is due to Melissa Smith in Community Living by 4:00PM on Friday, March 13, 2009.
PART 1- COMMUNITY MEMBERS

You must designate a Student Coordinator/House Leader, who will oversee the house and serve on the Council of Special Interest Houses (monthly meeting required) starting in September 2009.

SPECIAL INTEREST HOUSE NAME
STUDENT COORDINATOR- NAME, EMAIL, PHONE

OTHER HOUSE LEADER(S)

FACULTY/STAFF ADVISOR- NAME, DEPARTMENT, EMAIL, PHONE

PART 2 - QUESTIONS

1. Overview of House – a brief description of what the purpose, mission and focus of the house will be.

2. List of Goals – a list of goals that you would like the house to achieve and what steps you will take to achieve those goals throughout the year.

Example for question 2:

GOAL: To create a community that encourages respect for all house members.

Action Step 1: Members of the house will sign an agreement to adhere to quiet hours.

Action Step 2: Members agree to attend floor meetings once a month to discuss floor concerns.

3.  Describe how you will bring new members into the house – It is important to have an idea of what types of public relations tactics you will utilize to create interest in your house

4. Program Advisor – will there be a faculty or staff member working with the floor throughout the year? You may ask a faculty member to work with you.

5. Activities – What are some events that the house will participate in during the year? This may include a retreat, community service opportunities, off-campus trips and social/club activities.

6. Accountability – How will house members be held accountable for not participating?

7. Special Needs – Discuss any special needs that the house may need to fulfill its goals. (Examples of special needs include specific living arrangements, funding, programming, resources, supplies, etc.)

8. Provide a list of contact information for students involved in drafting the proposal. Please include each person’s name, phone extension, room number and email on the attached Participant Listing sheet. 
PART 3 - PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN FOR NEXT SEMESTER

1. Please attach or include a logo for your house that will be used on all publicity.

2. Please write a 100-200 word description of your house that will be used to publicize

3. your house to the college community.

4. Describe how you will bring new members into the house – it is important to know

5. what types of public relations tactics you will utilize to create interest in your house.

6. Please be aware of Goucher’s posting policy and direct any questions to SAO. 

Special Interest Housing 2009-2010

Participant List
Please list all of your committed participants including the names of three alternate members.  You must indicate alternates with an asterisk next to their name. Those participants signing below understand the commitment of Special Interest Housing and promise to fulfill the guidelines outlined in our attached proposal. Groups must understand that they relinquish their right to be considered for other housing options through the housing selection process.

If potential community members are currently studying abroad, please be sure to include their full name and their individual application. Any members of a Learning Community who will not be present for the Roommate Social will need a Proxy Form.

You may use the back of this sheet or a separate sheet for additional names. All paperwork is due to Melissa Smith in Community Living by 4:00PM on Friday, March 13, 2009.
Student Coordinator’s Signature: ____________________________________
Faculty/Staff Advisor Signature: _____________________________________
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Special Interest Housing 2009-2010
Individual Application 

The Individual Application is to be completed by each participant.
Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

Attach any additional sheets to the application. All paperwork is due to Melissa Smith in Community Living by 4:00PM on Friday, March 13, 2009.

NAME 
CLASS YEAR 
CURRENT HOUSE AND ROOM NUMBER 
E-MAIL 
PHONE 
1. Why are you interested in residing in the Special Interest Housing?  
2. What do you hope to gain from the experience?
3. What positive contributions do you think you could make to your Special Interest House community?

4. Please list and describe your demonstrated community service, including involvement and leadership positions:

5. You will be expected to be an active member of the Special Interest community, as such, 

a. How do you see yourself balancing the Special Interest House along with your other

commitments?  (e.g., clubs, work, athletics, etc.)
6. Do you have a preferred roommate? If so, please give their name, email and phone number.

Signature: ____________________________________________
Date: ________________________




Transform your on campus living experience into something unforgettable. Create a Special Interest House of your own for the 2009-2010 academic year. Timeline, proposal and application information inside. All paperwork is due to Melissa Smith in Community Living by 4PM on Friday, March 13, 2009.


 








Date Received: ________


Time Received: ________


Initials: ________





SPECIAL


INTEREST


HOUSE


PROPOSAL


2009-2010








If you have questions please contact:





Melissa Smith, Community Living Coordinator


Melissa.smith@goucher.edu


410.337.6021





Angela Lucia, Community Living Coordinator


Angela.Lucia@goucher.edu


410.337.6550











SIH Process Timeline





Applications Available


[OCLMA and the Web]


February 23, 2009





Information Sessions


[Heubeck A]


February 23, 2009 7-9 PM


February 24, 2009 7-9PM





All Applications/Proposals Due


[OCLMA]


March 13, 2009 by 4 PM





Presentations by Appointment


[OCLMA]


March 23-27, 2009





Notification by Email


April 1, 2009





Roommate Social


[Location and time TBA]


April 6, 2009


April 7, 2009

















[Type text]


