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Goucher’s New Library

Nothing is more central to the intellectual life of a college
than its library. But with all the changes in the way that
today’s students learn, research, and collaborate, the role
of the library has evolved. The successful college library
can no longer be a distant destination, a place apart from
all other aspects of students’ lives. Goucher’s vision for
its new Athenaeum is that it will be a central gathering
place for the college community, with a state-of-the-art
library at its core, its archives and special collections
easily accessible, accompanied by a public forum, a
community service center, an art gallery, a café, and

exercise space. Here, students and others will gather

day and night for intellectual, cultural, and social explo-
rations. It will be a place where they can work, study,
consult, discover, scheme, dream, and create together—
a home for great thoughts and wild ideas, academic rigor
and well-earned relaxation.

Sanford J. Ungar

Greening the Athenaeum

Environmental sustainability is a critical part of Goucher’s
Strategic Plan. The Athenaeum incorporates a number of
sustainable design features—including green roofs, a rain

T s garden, high-performance glass, recycled materials, and
mechanical systems of optimal efficiency —and will be
certified according to the Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) Green-Building Rating System. The
innovative energy-saving strategies used in the Athenaeum
include displacement ventilation, an energy-recovery wheel
for the HVAC system, integrated lighting management
(including occupancy sensors and adjusted lighting based
on available daylight), and solar panels for hot water heat-
ing. Altogether, these and other sustainable initiatives will
result in a 40-percent annual energy savings compared to a
conventionally designed building. Now at the midpoint of
the LEED review, the project is on track for a Silver rating,
as originally planned.



Library in Glitner Hall, r940s

Julia Rogers Library, 1959

A History of Libraries at Goucher

By Scott Davis 1o

The Goucher College Library was founded in 1890 as the
Reading Room of the Woman’s College of Baltimore, as the
college was then known. Located in the rotunda of Goucher
Hall, the original building on the Baltimore City campus,
and under the direction of John Van Meter, it housed 12 jour-
nals and a few hundred books. The library soon grew and
occupied a larger space in Goucher Hall and, later, the first
two floors of Alfheim Hall, the remodeled dormitory. With
the guidance of Eleanor Falley, the library continued to in-
crease in size and prominence, eventually moving to Glitner
Hall at 2300 North Charles, its last home on the old campus.

‘When construction began on Goucher’s Towson campus,
the library was an integral part of the design—President
David A. Robertson chose it as the one building to be de-
signed in detail for the 1938 architectural competition that
would determine the plan for the new campus. With the
winning design by Moore and Hutchins, construction began
in1950. The library was completed in the fall of 1952 and was
named in honor of Miss Julia Rogers, who left her estate to
Goucher upon her death in 1944. A formal dedication was
held in 1953, with a two-day conference titled “The College
Library in a Changing World.” The 180 participants, repre-
senting institutions in several states, discussed topics such as
the relevance of a college library in the community.

The Julia Rogers Library was the first building at Goucher
built specifically for the purpose of housing the library: It
focused on user comfort, providing plenty of light and space
and increased access to books; Sarah Dowlin Jones was a
defining force for the continued excellence of the library.

In 1967, a new wing, designed by Moore and Hutchins and
named in honor of President Robertson, provided capacity
for 225,000 volumes. In 1986, Cho, Wilks and Benn designed
an award-winning renovation, reconfiguring interior space
and improving usability.

‘When the library reached maximum capacity yet again,
plans were made to expand it. In 2002, however, under the
guidance of President Sanford Ungar, the Goucher Athenae-
um emerged as an alternative to renovations and additions.
The Athenaeum, designed by RMJM/Hillier and construct-
ed by Whiting-Turner, honors Goucher’s architectural heri-
tage and its topography while providing a distinctive design
in keeping with the college’s bold strategic vision.

In its new home, the Goucher College Library will continue its
long tradition, instilled by outstanding librarians, of providing
student service in a stimulating intellectual environment.



A look at the September 9 Symposium

Photographs by Stan Rudick

1. Nancy Patz ’52 and Tara Tappert 2. Athenaeum tour group 3. Audience in the Hyman
Forum 4. The panel 5. Panelists Roberta Stevens, Carla Hayden, Nancy Magnuson,
James Neal, Sanford Ungar, Kathryn Jacob ’72, and Joseph Rizzo 6. Cake featuring quote
from Jorge Luis Borges 7. Reception after the panel 8. Goucher Jazz Ensemble 9. Kenna
Forsyth ’63, Pat Blanchard ’74, Nancy Magnuson, Drusilla Jones ’61 10. Carole Ellin 55,
Carla Hayden, Doris Fader ’55, Dora (Dody) Brager ’57, Scott Davis '10, Patricia Batza '91



Library highlights

* 72,000 square feet (Athenaeum is 103,000 square feet)

* 300,000 volumes, with capacity for 450,000

* 126 computers

* 14 group-study and seminar rooms, classrooms, and other teaching spaces
¢ Tables and carrels for individual study

¢ Informal soft-seating areas for individual or group study
¢ Curriculum center for K-12 teaching resources

* Information Commons

¢ Center for Teaching, Learning, and Technology

¢ Digital arts classroom

* Special Collections & Archives

e Preservation lab

College Librarians

John Van Meter, 1890-1893

Joseph Shefloe, 1893-1916

Harriet Almira Blogg, 1916-1917

Ethel Irene Burwell (acting), 1917-1919
Eleanor Falley; 1919-1948

Mary Elizabeth Miller, 1948-1952
Sarah Dowlin Jones, 1952-1981

Betty Ruth Kondayan, 1981-1987
Nancy Magnuson, 1987-present

This program is part of a series of events to celebrate the
opening of the Athenaeum, Goucher’s new flagship building,
and to launch the 125th anniversary of the college.




FOCUS

THE FRIENDS OF THE GOUCHER COLLEGE LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

In this special Athenaeum issue of Focus, we
are pleased to share with you a reminder of
the September 9, 2009, event that opened
the new Goucher College Library.

You can revisit the occasion by listening

to a podcast of the special library panel,
“The Goucher College Athenaeum: The
College Library in a Changing World,” at
www.goucher.edu/x37181.xml. You can also
keep up with the library and the Friends by
visiting www.goucher.edu/library.

During this exciting time for Goucher
College and for our library, please remember
to renew your Friends membership—and
to attend many events in the Athenaeum!

2A-11/09

FALL 2009
Vol. 54, No. 1

Special Edition:
Library Opening
Commemorative
Program

Friends of the Goucher College Library

Goucher College Library
1021 Dulaney Valley Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21204-2794

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Baltimore, MD
Permit No. 805



