


FOC U S | THE FRIENDS OF THE GOUCHER COLLEGE LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

Marie Feldmann’s Generous Donation
Alumna gives to library special collections
By Jennifer Spieler

Although it’s been seventy-fiv e
years since Marie R. Ruzicka
Feldmann graduated fro m
Goucher College, she’s never for-
gotten her alma mater. This past
June, during Goucher’s Reunion
Weekend, Goucher announced
that Mrs. Feldmann has donated
one million dollars to the Julia
Rogers Library. The funds will be
used to enhance the library ’s
p re s e rvation activities.

Mrs. Feldmann’s passion for books
has lasted her entire life. Her
father ran his own bookbinding
business, Joseph Ruzicka, Inc.,
which Mrs. Feldman managed for
m o re than 45 years after graduat-
ing Goucher in 1927. 

Her days at Goucher helped her
cultivate an independent spirit.
Instead of asking for a diamond
ring for her 21st birt h d a y, as was
the custom, Mrs. Feldmann
requested a saxophone. She and
several classmates worked as
musicians on a cruise ship to
finance their way to Europe as a
post-graduation gift.

Mrs. Feldmann says she feels
lucky to have been able to live
this long and this well, and her
love of books has yet to be dimin-
ished. “I’d rather read than eat,”
she told The Baltimore Sun i n
their June 8th article. “I’m much
m o re interested in what the next
b o o k ’s going to be than what the
next meal’s going to be.”

For some years, Sydney Roby ’72,
special collections librarian, has
s t o red overflow material from the
a rchives in a large room in the
psychology annex. This past
April, Sydney learned that this
space would be renovated for the
d e p a rtment of music over the
s u m m e r, and her material would
have to be cleared out–not an
easy task given the lack of space
in the archives and the brief
amount of available time to do so.

Some of the material in the annex
was eventually put into new stor-
age, some was distributed to
a p p ropriate departments in the
college, and the rest–a grand total
of 230 boxes, went to the bindery
on the second floor of the library.
T h e re, the boxes were piled high
on the floor and anywhere else
t h e re was available space so
members of the Friends of the
Goucher archives could do their
summer blitz!

Working two days a week in July
and August, the volunteers went
through all the boxes, discarding
useless/duplicate material,
putting the remainder into rough
categories for integration into
the main archive of the college.
Their work was steady and

punctuated with laughter as
some of the following treasures
were found: old pictures of
Goucher club members wearing
gloves and hats for a meeting
over a silver tea service, copies
of the Weekly, Quarterly, and
admissions publications, plays
and concerts notices for
Goucher and visiting artists. In
the end, about half the material
was saved for the archives, and
the rest was recycled. 

This was a major eff o rt to re v i e w
the material sent to the arc h i v e s
but now the groundwork has been
done to organize the archive into
a more comprehensive and usable
shape. Cheers to the FOGAE/I
who worked on this project: Sara
B a rnes ’46, longtime library vol-
unteer; Rhoda Dorsey, pre s i d e n t
emerita; Susan Foose, re t i re d
assistant to the pre s i d e n t ;
M a rg a ret Kraus ’47, former dire c-
tor of alumnae relations; Rudy
L e n t u l a y, emeritus professor of
Russian, and Brooke Peirc e ,
emeritus professor of English.
Cheers to Malissa Ruffner ’77,
Pamela Flower ’03, and Zachary
C r a b t ree ’04, who all labore d
under the watchful eyes and
d i rection of Sydney Roby.

Mrs. Feldmann as a Goucher student in 1927, and at this past June’s
Reunion We e k e n d .

Volunteers Blitz Library Storage
Boxes re o rganized for Arc h i v e s
By Rhoda Dorsey, President Emerita
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