EXEMPT

GOUCHER COLLEGE

INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD

Please submit one hard copy and one electronic copy (via email) of the following documents to the IRB Officer (in the Academic Dean’s Office):
(a) IRB-EXEMPT Form (signed and completed)

(b) Research Proposal

(c) Consent Form

RESEARCHER(S)

 ____________________________________

 ____________________________________

 ____________________________________

SUPERVISOR

 ____________________________________
DATE SUBMITTED  

 ______________ 

Further information, including the complete IRB Guidelines, can be obtained by visiting the IRB homepage—on the Goucher College website at http://www.goucher.edu/irb
Please respond to the following questions about the proposed research or activity.

1.  Briefly outline the proposed project.  (Please attach a copy of the complete Research Proposal).

2.  Are subjects being selected for any specific characteristics (e.g., gender, age, ethnic origin, religion, social or economic characteristics, or disabilities)?


No
____


Yes 
____     

If yes, specify the characteristics:

3.   If yes, please provide a rationale and justification for the selection process.  

4.  Are there any risks to the subjects?  If so, what are the risks?  (“Risk” is defined as exposure to the possibility of harm.)

5.  What potential benefits will justify these risks?

6.  State specifically what information the subject will receive about the investigation and at what point in the procedure the information will be provided.

7.  State how subjects’ consent will be obtained and attach the consent form to be used as well as any informative statements provided to subjects.

Please refer to the IRB Guidelines, Section VIII, pertaining to required consent of participants. You may also use the sample IRB Consent Form as a guide for creating your own consent form. Both of these documents an be downloaded from the IRB homepage:  

http://www.goucher.edu/faculty/template.cfm?page_id=11&faculty_committee_id=11
Reasons for Exemption

_______________________________________________________

From the list below, state the reason you are applying for exemption from review (please indicate the number from the list).

A.
Broad categories of research that do not use living human subjects or that normally present little or no risk of harm to subjects may be exempt from formal review by the Board.  In general most social, economic and educational research is exempt if the only involvement of human subjects is in one or more of the following categories:

1.

the use of survey and interview procedures;

2.
the observation of public behavior; or

3.

the study of existing data, documents, records, or specimens.

B.
Specifically, the following categories of research are exempt from review (in accordance with 45 C.F.R. 46.101(b), last revised November 13, 2001):

1.

Research undertaken without the intention of involving living human subjects.

2.
Research in which the only involvement of human subjects will be in one or more of the following categories:

a. 
Research conducted in established or commonly accepted educational settings, involving normal educational practices, such as 

(1)
research on regular and special education instructional strategies; or

(2)
research on the effectiveness of or the comparison among instructional techniques, curricula, or classroom management methods. 

b.
Research involving survey procedures, interview procedures, educational testing, or observation of public behavior unless: 

(1)
information obtained will be recorded in such a manner that the human subjects can be identified, either directly or through identifiers linked to the subjects, and

(2)
the subject's responses, if they became known outside the research, could reasonably place the subject at risk of criminal or civil liability or be damaging to the subject's financial standing, employability, or reputation (e.g. when the research deals with the subject's own behavior, such as illegal conduct, drug use, sexual behavior, or use of alcohol).
c.
Research involving survey procedures, interview procedures, educational testing, or observation of public behavior, and the human subjects are elected or appointed public officials or candidates for public office, or when federal statutes require without exception maintenance of  confidentiality of personally identifiable information, throughout the research and thereafter.
d. 
Research involving the collection or study of existing data, documents, records, pathological specimens, or diagnostic specimens, if these sources are publicly available, or if the information will be recorded by the investigator in such a manner that subjects cannot be identified, directly or through identifiers linked to the subjects.
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RESEARCHER(S)
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SUPERVISOR
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DATE 

  

 ______________ 

Reason stated for exemption  _____  (number) 

Explanation:

For Board Use

Action Taken:

Exempt  _____

Not Exempt ____
Exempted if suggested modification(s) are carried out: _____
__________________________
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