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Tips for Writing a Personal Statement for Graduate School
Content

· Be prepared to answer general questions such as, “tell me about yourself”, or a specific questions such as, “why do you wish to attend law school?” 

· Address the specific questions that are asked.
· Mention specific research projects and the professors with whom you worked.

· Link your interests with the research that is being done by professors at the target school.

· Mention personal details about yourself only when appropriate for your discipline.

· Focus on your goals after you get your advanced degree.

· Explain why you are interested in each particular school and how you are a good fit.

· Avoid potential controversial subjects.

· Don’t repeat yourself.

Style

· Write clearly and concisely.

· Capture the reader’s interest in your opening paragraph.

· Concentrate on creating strong opening and closing paragraphs.

· Set yourself apart; what makes you special?

· Avoid humor and arrogance.

· Put time and thought into it; start with an outline before you begin writing.

· Draft, re-draft, and draft again.  Bring a copy to the Writing Center or CDO for review.

· Be SURE you fix grammatical and spelling errors.  Have others proofread.

· Use professional language.

Questions to ask yourself when reviewing your draft

· Does your opening paragraph capture the reader’s attention?

· Was the statement as a whole interesting?

· Was the statement well written, free of errors and typos?

· Did you answer the questions clearly and concisely?

· Did the statement reflect your interests and personality?

· Would the statement distinguish you from other applicants?

· Does your statement express your goals for the future?
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