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Graduate School Timeline and To Do List

Freshman/Sophomore Year


· Begin to identify your career goals using the resources and staff of the CDO. 

· Develop relationships and seek experiences with faculty and other Goucher personnel who can help you define your interests and strengthen your application (committees, internships, clubs, etc.).

· Record your accomplishments/experiences in a journal and portfolio and collect samples of your work for a graduate school portfolio (use to prepare admissions essay and interview).

Junior Year (Fall)


· Establish criteria for identifying graduate programs and schools using the resources and staff of the CDO.

· Develop relationships and seek experiences with faculty and other Goucher College personnel who can help you define your interests and strengthen your application (committees, internships, clubs, etc.).

Junior Year (Spring)



· Begin to acquire letters of reference (3-5).
· Record your accomplishments/experiences in a journal or portfolio and collect samples of your work for a graduate school portfolio (use to prepare admissions essay and interview).

· Seek national scholarships and financial aid.


· Register and prepare for admissions tests if applicable.

Junior/Senior year (Summer)


· Take the admissions tests if required (check dates).

· Request and review catalogs and web sites.

· Begin drafting your admissions essay.

· Visit campuses and meet with students and faculty.

· Manage your time to meet application deadlines.

Senior Year (Fall)


· Organize, prepare and complete application packages (review and collect letters of references, critique admission essays using the CDO, Writing Center, and faculty).
· Requests transcripts from registrar.

· Copy all application materials and then mail.

Senior Year (Spring)


· Contact all schools to confirm receipt of application materials and status of application.

· Keep references up to date on the status of your application.

· Visit all programs of acceptance and evaluate offers.

· Notify all accepted and rejected schools.

Senior (Summer)


· Take courses that will either give you a head start in your graduate program or will allow you to satisfy academic deficiencies.

· Share your success. Keep in touch with and thank everyone who provided support, encouragement and assistance. 

· Enjoy your success and your summer.
Graduate School Resources

CDO Library Resources – Graduate School Section

· Making Connections: Graduate School Planning Guide by the CDO

· A Step–By-Step Plan To Gaining Admission to Grad School

· Fullbright and Other Grants for Graduate Study

· Graduate Admission Essays-What Works, What Doesn’t

· Graduate Student’s Complete Scholarship Book

· Jumping Through the Hoops: A Survival Guide to Graduate School

· Petersons’ Guide to Graduate School (all six volumes)

· Perfect Personal Statements

· How to Write a Personal Statement

· Free Money for Graduate School
· Getting Into Highly Competitive Graduate Schools (Video)
Web Sites

Researching and ranking Graduate Schools

Please note that there is not one definitive source for ranking programs and schools; determine the criteria that is used and then compare with your own personal criteria

· www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/corank.htm
· www.ulinks.com
· www.gradschool.about.com
· www.petersons.com
· www.gradschools.com
Exam Information

· GRE’s – The GRE’s have changed. As of October 1, 2002, the multiple-choice Analytical Skills section has been replaced with an Analytic Writing Assessment – www.GRE.org
· Educational Testing Services – www.ets.org
· Princeton Review-click on Go to Grad School – www.review.com/
· Graduate Management Admission Council – www.gmat.org
· Law School Admissions Council – www.Lsac.org


· Law School Guide and LSAT preparation – www.review.com/Law
· Association of American Medical Colleges – www.aamc.org
· MCAT and Medical Schools Info from Princeton Review – www.review.com/Medical
· MCAT Practice Questions and Answers  – www.geocities.com/CollegePark/Union/5092/
· American Dental Association – www.ada.org
· Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges – http://aavmc.org
· Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry – www.opted.org


Financial Resources

· General Scholarship Information – www.fastweb.com
· General Scholarship Information – www.finaid.org
· Financing Law School – www.review.com/Law
· Financing Medical School – www.review.com/Medical
