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utumn always arrives with a sense of renewed excitement and

anticipation. After all, the students are back, classes are in full

swing and, on campus, the air practically crackles with
intellectual energy. This season, there’s more reason than ever to be
excited as the college looks toward the future—and the past.

After two years of construction dust and noise, the Goucher College
Athenaeum is now completed. Inside this issue, you will find a feature
about the college’s flagship building—an extraordinary new social,
cultural, and academic hub for the campus and a physical manifestation
of Goucher’s vision for the future of liberal arts education (see p. 24).
Still another article describes the closing of the Julia Rogers Library—and
the opening of the college’s new library in the Athenaeum (see p. 4).

This semester also marks the launch of Goucher College’s grand 125th

anniversary celebration, which will include speaker’s series, panel
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discussions, and performances, among many other events (see p. 3). I also

would like to invite all members of the Goucher community to take part
in the Quarterly Photo Contest by sending in a favorite photograph, one
that captures a quintessential Goucher moment (see facing page).

There’s plenty else inside this issue, including a description of a road I
trip taken last summer by students who were inspired to spread the word
about their college experience. Called the Goucher Vagabonds, this team
of three current students crossed the country in a college van, visiting
alumnae/i and current and incoming students (see p. 17). The trip was so
successful that there’s talk of sending a new team on a similar journey
next year, too. And please don’t miss the profiles of Eleanor Matlack
Davis 26 and Ruth Whitney Seabold ’26 (pp. 42 and 43). Both of these
remarkable women celebrated their 105th birthdays in recent months.

Best regards,
Holly Selby | Editor holly.selby@goucher.edu
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feedback

The History Book Has It

There was a question in the most recent alum magazine about
the origin of the use of the word “Donnybrook” (when |
graduated in 1978, the yearbook was called Donnybrook
Fair, and there was a field that we called Donnybrook as well).

The best reference to the naming of these that we ever
found was in the book The History of Goucher College,
published in 1938 by [Anna Heubeck] Knipp and [Thaddeus
P] Thomas. There must be a copy of this at the Goucher
library or perhaps in the yearbook office. The relevant
discussion starts on page 505. Can you pass this information
on to whomever asked the question?

Thanks,
“B Bonnie Jean Mohr ‘78

Editor's note: The Quarterly received several letters and
calls offering information about the Donnybrook Fair.
According to the Knipp and Thomas history, the yearbook,
which was first published in 1895, was named for an Irish
fair that for years was held outside Dublin. “We chose the
name we liked best, and we are happy that a little babbling
brook on our own campus has been christened Donnybrook
to do honor to our choice,” said Mary Louise O'Neill '96, the
yearbook'’s first editor-in-chief, when explaining how the
yearbook was named.

[=] by mail
Goucher Quarterly
1021 Dulaney Valley Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21204

‘B by e-mail
quarterly@goucher.edu

Letters should be 250 words or
fewer (longer letters may be edited
for length) and must be accompa-
nied by sender’s name, daytime
phone, and current address.
Submissions will be edited for
clarity and style. Publication will
be as space permits.
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Join the Party

Goucher College is

celebrating its
125th anniversary

beginning this fall

with panel discussions,

exhibits, and
just plain fun.
For information, visit

www.goucher.edu/125.






