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SYLLABUS

ED 553 - Teachers as Leaders:  Standards-based Assessment in the Classroom

Monday July 11, 2011 to Friday July 15, 2011
Derek Anderson 443-421-5255 trackman429@yahoo.com

Course Outcomes:

· Identify and explain the role of the common core standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics in schools.
· Define Formative Assessment and explore ways in which it can be effectively implemented into the classroom.
· Define Summative Assessment and gain a better understanding of how it differs from Formative Assessment.
· Explore the ways in which assessment data can be used to guide instruction.
· Construct numerous valid and reliable assessment items that measure a variety of learning outcomes.
· Become familiar with a multitude of technology tools that may be used to embed assessment into instruction and provide immediate feedback on student understanding.
· Develop a formative assessment plan to be implemented into the classroom.

Schedule of classes by topics and assignments:
*The following schedule of topics is subject to change

Day 1: Monday July 11th
Readings: “Formative Assessment and Next-Generation Assessment Systems:
Are We Losing an Opportunity?" Margaret Heritage
· Introductions
· The structure and requirements of the course
· The Common Core Standards and their impact on assessment
· Identifying appropriate learning outcomes (Team Activity)
· Defining Formative Assessment
· Blog Post #1

Day 2: Tuesday July 12th 
Readings: “Clarifying the purposes of educational assessment”, Paul E. Newton
· Vignette Activity
· Exploring the various forms of Formative Assessment
· What works for you? Best Practices in Assessing Student Learning (Team Activity)
· Aligning Formative and Summative Assessments
· Using Blogs to gauge students’ understanding and comprehension (Blogger, EduBlog, etc.)
· Blog Post #2

Day 3: Wednesday July 13th
Readings: “Guiding School Improvement with Action Research, Chapter 9: Data Collection: Building a Valid and Reliable Data Collection Plan”, Richard Sagor
· Defining validity and reliability
· Constructing reliable assessment items
· Item writing activity (Team Activity)
· Web-based multiple choice activities (Quia)
· Blog Post #3

Day 4: Thursday July 14th
Readings: “Rubrics for the Classroom: Assessments for Students and Teachers”, Stacy Reeves; Barbara Stanford
· Analyzing and using assessment data to inform instruction
· Exploring Rubrics
· Reviewing sample assessment plans (Team activity)
· Creating Formative Assessment plans for the classroom
· Blog Post #4

Day 5: Friday July 15th
Readings: N/A
Alternative Forms of Assessment
Presentation of assessment plans

Course Requirements:
1. Reading assignments will be read both prior to and during class sessions. Additional instructions will be provided during each class.

2. Please adhere to instructors’ and college attendance policies. Participants must attend this week-long course each day during designated hours. Course dates and hours are as follows: Monday July 11, 2011 to Thursday July 15, 2011 from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM. The final class session will be on Friday July 15th from 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM. Participants must attend 5 full days; lateness and absence are not permitted. 

3. Please NO CELL PHONES ON DURING CLASS.

4. Participate actively in whole and small group discussions.

5. Projects and Activities:

Blog Posts – at the conclusion of each class participants will be expected to reply to a blog post relevant to the preceding session topic(s). Participant replies will be due by 11:59 PM of the day that they’re assigned (7/11, 7/12, 7/13 and 7/14).

Assessment Reflection Paper – participants are to type a minimum 2-page reflection paper that describes their previous experiences with assessment. A general description should include types of assessments, frequency, preferences/opinions, successes/failures and any other information relevant to their experience with the assessment process.

Creating Assessment Items – this will be a written and/or typed assignment where participants will work the though item writing process. By working through each of the steps and completing a template, participants will ultimately develop assessment items that are relevant to their specific subject or specialty.

Formative Assessment Plan – throughout the course participants will be assembling the various components of a formal assessment plan for their specific subject. These assessment plans will be presented and critiqued by other students enrolled in the course.

Evaluation: 
Your grade will be based on the following:
- Blog Posts                   			            20 points
- Assessment Reflection Paper                                 25 points
- Formative Assessment Document                         40 points
- Participation                                                           15 points

Grades: 
100 – 90 points       A
89 – 80 points         B
79 – 70 points         C
Below 70                 F

· Goucher College does not issue grade reports. You can obtain your grade approximately 3 weeks after concluding the course by going to the Goucher website (mygoucher) and follow the prompts to receive your grade. If you have misplaced your password, please contact the help desk and they will walk you through this procedure (410-337-6322). 

· If you need a paper copy of grades for tuition reimbursement, you will need to request a transcript in writing. You can fax your request to Student Administrative Services (SAS) at 410-337-6504 or mail to SAS at

Goucher College, SAS
1021 Dulaney Valley Road
Baltimore, MD 21204

There is no charge for this request.  Please allow 3-5 working days to process.  To access the transcript request form, please go to http://www.goucher.edu/x1891.xml


Questions?  Please call Shelley Johnson at 410-337-6475 or Megan Cornett at 410-337-6200.
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