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Learning Theory: Acquiring knowledge is fundamental to learning. Refining and extending knowledge are also crucial to active learning. Knowledge is a "web" in which pieces of information are "linked" to one another. When we understand the connections that exist between various pieces of knowledge, we understand another, higher dimension of that knowledge. The World Wide Web incorporates this metaphor and is a resource for acquiring knowledge and recognizing the connections that exist between individual pieces of information. The use of the Web enables students to become active learners who determine the depth and breadth of their learning. 

Rationale: For students to become effective users of the World Wide Web, their teachers must be effective users of it. Unless teachers have experienced the successes and failures one can encounter on the Web, they will be ill prepared to help their students. Furthermore, effective use of the Web must be truly integrated into the curriculum. With such integration, the Web becomes a valid and effective tool for both students and teachers. This course will allow teachers to experience the Web and the various resources it offers to its users. Through instruction and guided practice, teachers will learn to navigate successfully the Web. Through such exploration and accompanying discussion, teachers will gain ideas for incorporating the Web into their present curriculum. 

Course Objectives

1. Participants will become familiar with Internet navigation;

2. Participants will use search engines to search the Web to find appropriate sites to integrate into existing curriculum;

3. Participants will collect and organize sites(bookmarks or favorites);

4. Participants will create an activity in which students use the Web as a learning tool;

5. Participants will use a "presentations" or multimedia program to develop a unit or lesson(s) with links to the Web;

6. Participants will learn to create a web page as an effective learning tool for the classroom;

7. Participants will become familiar with “The Cloud,” the “software” available to all with an Internet connection and, in particular, will experiment with the software offered by Google (web site creation, word processing, spread sheet, and presentation software) and the opportunities these offerings provide for teachers and students.

Expectations

1. All participants will extensively search the WWW to find sites to enhance their learning and that of their students;

2. Assigned reading from various sites will enable participants to experience the Web first hand and expose them to theory and research;

3. Participants will be expected to explore software that would help them use computers in general and the Internet in particular with their students.

Tasks: Participants will be required to complete each of the following:

1. A portfolio of sites significant to educators and students: This portfolio will list the names and URLs for the sites other educators, parents or students will find beneficial. A brief description will be provided for each site. At least 15 sites will be listed and annotated.
2. Bookmarks or favorites organized into categories for students, parents, and teachers: Most Internet users are familiar with Bookmarks (or Favorites, depending on what your Browser calls them), but many users don’t realize that these can be organized into directories. The numerous sites found and marked during the week will be organized into directories of your choosing.
3. Lessons employing the World Wide Web: At least two lessons using the Web will be developed. These lessons will reflect content already included in your curriculum. One of the lessons will employ a Cloud application, and the other will involve data or informational sites from the web.
4. A presentation using material from the Web: While students don’t always have access to the Web, information taken from the Web by teachers can be shared with students if the teacher knows how to get the information and present it to students. The most common method is with applications such as MS PowerPoint or PhotoStory. A presentation using one of these applications will be created.
5. Some HTML and a basic web page. (This won’t actually be posted on the Web, but we’ll be talking about ways by which this can be used with students.) An actual web page, a group page and a site will be created at Google. Products from the week will be posted on the Google web page as well as on Blackboard.

Grading: 

In addition to being present for each class and completing all the in-class activities, each participant will be responsible for the following:

Portfolio of important sites
20 points

Organized Bookmarks
10 points

Internet Activity
20 points

Presentations Project
20 points

Web Page Project
20 points

Discussion and Participation
10 points

Scope and Sequence

I. Day 1 (Monday, June 27)

A. Windows Assessment

B. Introduction to the Internet: The Internet changes daily, but certain features remain the same. File structures, hypertext, and paths are concepts central to the Internet. An understanding of these integral features will aid any educator in working with the Internet personally or with a class of students.

1. Overview

2. Key Terms (some Nerd talk)

C. Discussion and Tour of the Browser 

D. Email and its opportunities (and dangers)

E. Using the Blackboard pages

F. Visiting Teacher Sites (and other Educational sites)

G. Hypertext: Left and Right Mouse Clicks

H. URL’s. Paths and Data 

1. Making Bookmarks/Favorites and Organizing them 

2. Saving data

a) sites (Web pages and sites)

b) text

c) graphics

d) PDF files

I. Search Engines

II. Day 2 (Tuesday, June 28)

A. Search Activity

B. Discussion of Curricular Issues

C. Using Bookmarks/Favorites effectively

D. Exploring with your curriculum in mind

E. Using Data from the Internet in a word processor

1. graphics

2. text

3. tables

F. Using the Internet with Students

1. Educational “Environments” and delivery platforms (e.g. Blackboard)

2. The Cloud

a) Introduction of Google Sites, Groups and Docs

b) Educational use of “Cloud-ware”

G. Making a Portfolio of sites

1. using Frames

2. using Tables

3. using plain text

III. Day 3 (Wednesday, June 29)

A. Presentations examples (PowerPoint and Photo Story)

B. Presentations Instruction and Practice

C. Discussion of effective Presentations

D. Searching the Web for Presentation content

E. Create Content Presentations

IV. Day 4 (Thursday, June 30)

A. Web pages

1. some basic HTML

a) italics, bold and underline

b) unordered lists (bullets)

c) ordered lists (numbers)

2. Using HTML in Blackboard
3. Web editors

a) MS Word

b) Front Page

4. Google pages

a) Web Page

b) Group Page

c) Site Page

B. Discussion of integrating HTML pages

V. Day 5 (Friday, July 1)

A. Instruction and review if necessary

B. Finish up projects (most of these will have been started during the week)

C. Sharing

D. Submit tasks to Blackboard and to the appropriate Google pages by July 8.

Participants are expected to be present for all instruction and activities. Goucher’s policy regarding lateness and absences will be followed.

The instructor can be contacted at the email address or phone number provided at the top of this document.

· Goucher College does not issue grade reports. You can obtain your grade approximately 3 weeks after concluding the course by going to the Goucher website (mygoucher) and follow the prompts to receive your grade. If you have misplaced your password, please contact the help desk and they will walk you through this procedure (410-337-6322). 

· If you need a paper copy of grades for tuition reimbursement, you will need to request a transcript in writing. You can fax your request to Student Administrative Services (SAS) at 410-337-6504 or mail to SAS at

Goucher College, SAS

1021 Dulaney Valley Road

Baltimore, MD 21204

There is no charge for this request.  Please allow 3-5 working days to process.  To access the transcript request form, please go to http://www.goucher.edu/x1891.xml
