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SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS  (ALL GRADUATE STUDENTS)
Federal regulations state that in order to maintain eligibility, students receiving federal financial aid must be making satisfactory progress toward the degree. The three criteria for continued eligibility for federal funds are as follows:
Minimum Grade Point Average (GPA)
After the completion of each semester (regardless of the number of credits accrued), graduate students in the MAHP, MAAA, MACS, MADArts, M.A.T. and M.Ed programs must maintain the required cumulative GPA of 3.0 to receive federal financial aid. Students in the MFA/CNF program must receive a Pass (P) in all courses taken. 
Maximum Time Frame
The maximum time frame for completion of the graduate degree requirements at Goucher is set forth for each program below.  No student shall receive any financial aid for study beyond the maximum time frames. 
· MAHP. A student must take 4.5 credits per semester and complete 38 credits by the end of the fifth year in MAHP.
· MAAA. A student must take 6 credits per semester and complete 43 credits by end of the fifth year in MAAA.
· MACS. A student must take 4.5 credits per semester and complete a minimum of 39.5 credits by the end of the fifth year in MACS.
· MADArts. A student must take 4.5 credits per semester and complete 40 credits by the end of the fifth year in MADArts.
· M.A.T. A student must complete 4.5 credits per semester and complete 40-52 credits (depending on the area of certification) by the end of the seventh year in the M.A.T. program.M
· M.Ed. A student must complete 4.5 credits per semester and complete 35-36credits (depending on the area of specialization) by the end of the seventh year in the M.Ed. program.
· MFA/CNF. A student must complete 9 credits per semester and complete 38 credits by end of third year in MFA/CNF programs.
Credits are defined as credits toward graduation (graded, plus P/MP/NP credits).

Completion Rate
Students must complete 75 percent of credits attempted each year to maintain satisfactory academic progress. The percentage of completion is determined by dividing the number of credits successfully completed by the cumulative number of credits the student has attempted.
Consequence of failing to maintain satisfactory academic progress
Goucher will not process federal financial aid for a student who fails to maintain satisfactory academic progress, unless the student is on financial aid warning or financial aid probation.
Part-Time Students
Not all programs permit part-time enrollment. Students should consult with their academic director about whether such enrollment is permitted and the maximum time frame for completing the requirements under such circumstances.   
Withdrawals
Withdrawals are treated as attempted, but not completed, credits.  
Incompletes
Incompletes (called "Extensions" in some programs) will initially count as attempted, but not completed, courses until the Incomplete grade is replaced with a permanent grade and academic progress can be re-evaluated. 
Transfer Credits
Credit hours from another institution that are accepted toward the student's educational program will count as both attempted and completed hours.  Consult with your program advisor as to whether your program accepts transfer credits.
Repeated Courses 
Financial aid does not count repeated courses when evaluating eligibility, except for failed courses and one repeat of a passed course.  Students repeating a course that will not be counted must make sure that they are registered for enough additional credits to be considered full time. Students should consult the Academic Procedures section of the Catalogue for additional information about whether their program allows repeated courses. 
Monitoring satisfactory academic progress including Financial Aid Warning and Financial Aid Probation
The Office of Student Financial Aid will evaluate students' records for satisfactory academic progress at the end of each semester.  Students who fail to maintain satisfactory academic progress at the end of any semester will be automatically placed on financial aid warning.  Title IV program funds may be disbursed while a student is on financial aid warning.
MAHP, MACS, MAD Arts and MFA/CNF programs: 
At the end of the term during which the student is on financial aid warning status, the student will become ineligible for federal financial aid if it is determined that the student did not make satisfactory academic progress during the period the student was on financial aid warning (i.e., receive a cumulative GPA of 3.0 in the MAHP, MACS, and MADArts programs; receive a Pass in all courses taken in the MFA/CNF). 
M.A.T., M.Ed programs and MAAA programs: 
For the M.A.T. and M.Ed. programs, at the end of the term during which the student is on financial aid warning status, the student may be placed on financial aid probation for one semester if: 
•(i)  it is determined that the student did not make satisfactory academic progress during the period the student was on financial aid warning;
•(ii) the student appeals the determination in writing to the Director of Financial Aid; and
•(iii)(A) The Financial Aid Appeals Committee determines that the student should be able to meet satisfactory academic progress standards by the end of the term; or (B) The Financial Aid Appeals Committee develops an academic plan for the student that, if followed, will ensure that the student is able to meet Goucher's satisfactory academic progress standards by a specific point in time. 
In accordance with federal regulations, students may appeal the finding that they failed to maintain satisfactory academic progress under subparagraph (ii) above in the event of the death of a relative, an injury or illness of the student or other special circumstance.  In the event of illness or injury, the student must submit documentation from a doctor or other health care provider stating that the condition prevented the student from attending classes. An appeal under subparagraph (ii) must be submitted in writing within two weeks of the time of notification to the student of financial aid probation status and must include, at a minimum, the reason why a student failed to meet satisfactory academic progress and what has changed that will allow the student to make satisfactory academic progress at the end of the next semester.
Consequence of failing to maintain satisfactory academic progress
Goucher will not process federal financial aid for a student who fails to maintain satisfactory academic progress, unless the student is on financial aid warning.


Re-establishing Student Aid Eligibility
In order to re-establish student aid eligibility, a student must achieve a cumulative GPA of 3.0 for the MAHP, MAAA, MACS, MADArts, M.A.T., and M.Ed. programs, and must receive a Pass in all courses taken in the MFA/CNF program.
Completion of Degree Requirements
A student who has completed all the coursework for his or her degree but has not yet received the degree cannot receive further federal financial aid for that program.

image1.jpeg
GOUCHER

—college—




image2.jpeg
Office of Student Financial Aid
1021 Dulaney Valley Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21204-2794

P: 410-337-6141 | F: 410-337-6504
1-800-GOUCHER, ext.6141

www.goucher.edu/financialaid




