DANCE
What can I do with this degree?

	TRACKS OF STUDY or RELATED AREAS OF INTEREST
	EMPLOYERS
	STRATEGIES

	
DANCE EDUCATION

















PERFORMANCE
















CHOREOGRAPHY

















REPETITEUR






DANCE THERAPY
Dance and movement therapist




ARTS ADMINISTRATION
Managing director
Artistic director
Marketing and PR
Fundraising and development
Budgeting and accounting
Volunteer coordinator
Box office management
Administration of school programs or camps
Board member
Contract and copyright law 
Human resources management and payroll



NOTATION
Labanotation
Bartenief Fundamentals


CRITICISM AND JOURNALISM
Publicity (Press Agent)
Journalism and Reviews
Research
Critic


DANCE HISTORY AND RESEARCH
Graduate and PhD research
Historical reconstructions and performance
Libraries and archives
Critic
Journalism



TECHNICAL
Set design and construction
Lighting design
Sound design
Costume design
Camera Operation
Hair/Make-up
Special Effects
Wardrobe
Prop Management
Electrician
Videographer








PILATES METHOD CERTIFICATION
Teach group mat classes
Private apparatus lessons








DANCE SCIENCE
Physical Therapist
Physician



MISCELLANEOUS
Clothing and dance shoe sales












	
Elementary and secondary schools
Community colleges, colleges, universities, and conservatories
Private schools
Performing arts centers
Gyms and recreation centers
Dance studios
Summer camps
Retirement homes
Cruise Ships/Vacation Spots(social dance)
Self-employment







Touring with a local/national/international dance company
Broadway/Off Broadway
DisneyWorld
Music Videos/Back-up Dancers
Cruise Ships/Vacation Spots

 









Begin your own dance company
Choreograph for other dance companies, schools, colleges, and/or universities
Residencies at high schools/colleges/conservatories













Dance companies, museums, movies.






Dance Therapy Centers, Holistic Healing Centers




Dance Companies, local, national and international.
Museums  
Theaters
Art Councils
Television/Film Studios









Museums
Historical Dance Societies
Dance Companies


Newspapers, online news sources, magazines. Well known dance companies hire press agents.
Museums, Baroque Dance Companies(i.e. The New York Baroque Dance Company), Historical dance companies. Libraries.

Dance companies, Theaters, Opera Houses, Community Theaters, University theater and dance groups, Colleges, High Schools, Broadway, Amusement and theme parks, television/film studios.




Colleges
Universities
Theatres

















Pilates studios all over the world
Gyms
Colleges
Conservatories
Professional Ballet Companies
Professional Sports Teams
Self-Employment
Cruise ships



Hospitals
Sports teams
Universities/Colleges



Dance supply shops, costume shops
	
Obtain certification for the state in which you wish to teach.
Obtain graduate degree to teach at the college level, professional dance experience is also often required. 
Join the National Dance Association
Expose yourself to many forms of dance, not just ballet, modern and jazz.
Make sure you know how to work with a dance musician, if you are fortunate enough to have one!
Have experiences working with young people and the elderly.
Take a few business courses or minor in business in order to open your own studio.
Continue to participate in continuing education

Participate in master classes, workshops, summer dance retreats, and take class as often as possible!  Most dancers get asked to be in companies from class, not auditions.
Become a member of the National Endowment for the Arts.
Perform anywhere you can, and keep an open mind to the situation and choreographer.
Prepare a professional resume that lists your dancing experience. Attach your headshot.
Be aware that there is not just dance in New York, but all over the country and world. Smaller cities like Philadelphia, Salt Lake City, Chicago, Louisville, Memphis, Miami and San Francisco have great dance scenes.

Perform first.  Most choreographers do not come straight out of college, get some life experience and then begin to present your work.
Keep in contact with people in your field, make as many connections as possible, you never know who will come in handy.
Fund-raising is very important, become a member of the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Join forces with local theaters and art councils.
Learn what types of insurance you will need. 
Learn how to design your own lights.
Take courses in technical production



Historical dances are very important to our social history, learn how they relate to society, culture, and the arts.  
Network with museum directors, donors, and philanthropists.


A good knowledge of psychology is required for this career choice.  Dance Therapy courses would also be great courses to take while at Goucher.  


Secretarial/clerical positions in theaters and studios are often stepping-stones to other positions and a good way to make contacts. 
Obtain a good working knowledge of computers.
Gain a thorough understanding of the dance world and how it fits into the non-profit world.
Develop skills in leadership, negotiation, budgeting, and fundraising. 
Goucher has a wonderful masters program in Arts Administration.



Goucher is one of the few colleges that offer courses in Labanotation, a notable asset for  your resume.  


Graduate school almost always required, usually a PhD as well.  Sociology courses recommended, how dance relates to society and culture.  A working knowledge of general history.

Lots of experience needed during college.  Expand your knowledge and learn more about  plays and musical theatre, not just dance.  






Learn to work well in a team.
Become involved with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees(IATSE). This organization can give you information about becoming an apprentice as well as help you make valuable contacts.
Read industry magazines.
For Sound Design: Become familiar with computer technology as digital sound effects and electronic music replace traditional means of sound design.
Costume Design: Important to know how dancers move and how that will affect the costume on stage.  Also how will the lights affect the costumes? Enroll in costume design courses.



Take Pilates private lessons and mat classes throughout college to stay in shape and to begin learning the exercises. 
Learn the different types of Pilates training programs and decide which one fits you best. 
Take trips to NYC- True Pilates New York offers some of the best instructors in the world. If you can afford a lesson- take it!
See if your college offers scholarships to pay for your training.

Graduate school required. Courses in biology, chemistry, anatomy, nutrition and math.  Apply for internships and attend the dance department screenings.  


Over summers, apply for a part time job at a dance supply store.  Become familiar with the merchandise and how it performs.



