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SYLLABUS

ED 528: Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders through Inclusive Practices
Dates: 
Monday, June 20, 2011 through Friday, June 24, 2011
Time: 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Instructor Contact Information:


Andrea Parrish, Baltimore County Public Schools

Office of Special Education

6901 North Charles Street

Baltimore, MD 21204

(Work) 410-887-3660

(Cell) 410-459-9125

(Home) 443-567-6484

(Email) aparrish@bcps.org
Office Hours: By Appointment Only

Required Text: 
Fein, D., & Dunn, M., (2007).  Autism in Your Classroom: A General Educator’s Guide 
to Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  Bethesda, MD: Woodbine House, Inc. 
* In addition to the required text, students will be required to purchase a handout packet.  Packets will be available during the first class session. 

Course Description:

This course is designed to help general educators and special educators learn strategies and techniques in order to support students of all ages with Autism Spectrum Disorders in the general education environment.  This introductory course will focus primarily on the needs of students who exhibit characteristics of high functioning autism or Asperger’s Syndrome.  Participants will be introduced to the complexity of the spectrum of autism and will discuss theories, strategies, and practices to apply during classroom instruction.  Teachers will gain a better understanding of key issues related to inclusive practices, such as how to achieve academic success, adjust to behavioral challenges, as well as foster social perception and social thinking skills.  This course will also address effective strategies for communicating with parents and will include experiences for the educator to see the child with autism through the family's perspective.
Course Objectives: 

· Identify common characteristics of Autism and Asperger Syndrome. 

· Identify the role that executive functioning plays in the skill development of students with autism. 

· Identify and discuss the use of strategies to address social skills deficits in individuals with autism.

· Identify behavioral challenges associated with autism and evaluate use of behavioral strategies based on the specific needs of individual students. 

· Plan instruction utilizing differentiation techniques targeted to meet the needs of individuals with autism. 

· Identify the general educator’s role in the IEP Team process. 

· Determine effective strategies for communicating with family members of students with autism and discuss the parent’s role in child advocacy. 

Lateness and Attendance Policy: 

Due to the nature of this abbreviated course, lateness and absences are not permitted.  If you must be absent for any reason, please contact the instructor at the contact information listed on this syllabus. 
Course Requirements
Students will be responsible for completing three assignments during the course.  Additionally, students may choose to complete the final composition in order to gain graduate credits.  A general description of each assignment appears below and a rubric for each appears at the end of this syllabus. 

Assignment 1 – Just Give Him the Whale!  (Mini Book Study)

Each student will be given a copy of a chapter from the book titled Just Give Him the Whale! by Paula Kluth and Patrick Schwarz.  Each brief chapter of approximately 2-5 pages outlines an example of how students’ personal interests or passions are utilized to create behavioral interventions.  Students will create a poster and a one-page handout, which summarizes the focus of the chapter.  Specific requirements are contained in the rubric for Assignment 1 that is included at the end of this syllabus.   

Assignment 2 – Lesson Modification Activity
Students will select from several lesson plans provided.  Choices will include an elementary lesson and secondary lesson as well as several content areas so that students may select a lesson that is most applicable to their current teaching assignment or area of interest.  After reviewing the plan, students will identify what types of modifications should be made to meet the needs of a student with high functioning autism or Asperger’s Syndrome.  Students should incorporate ED 528 course content by addressing how they would differentiate their instruction to support a student who struggles with the hidden curriculum, overall social skills deficits, executive functioning, and academic content that is abstract.  Students may work with a classmate to discuss modifications to the lesson; however, each student is required to hand in his or her own written copy of work.  Students will identify necessary modifications to the lesson by completing the chart contained in the handout packet that accompanies this course.  The rubric for Assignment 2 is contained at the end of this syllabus.    
Assignment 3 – Behavior Plan
Throughout the course, students will watch a series of short video clips that tell the stories of several students with autism.  At the start of the week, students will be asked to select at least one person in the video whom they will focus on as they watch these videos.  At the end of the week, time will be provided during class to complete a behavior plan for the selected student.  A template for the plan is contained in the handout packet that accompanies this course.  The rubric for Assignment 3 is contained at the end of this syllabus. 
Grading:

Graduate Credit Option
	Assignment
	Attendance/ Participation
	Assignment 1: 

Book Study
	Assignment 2:

Lesson Plan
	Assignment 3:

Behavior Plan
	Graduate Paper

	Percentage
	10%
	20%
	20%
	20%
	30%


Non Graduate-Credit Option
	Assignment
	Attendance/ Participation
	Assignment 1: 

Book Study
	Assignment 2:

Lesson Plan
	Assignment 3:

Behavior Plan

	Percentage
	10%
	30%
	30%
	30%


DESCRIPTION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATE CREDIT

Participants will write a composition that describes how his or her classroom instruction will appear markedly different after completing ED 528.  Writers should incorporate specific examples of how they will modify instruction to meet the academic needs of students with autism in each of the major academic content areas addressed at his or her assigned grade level.  Additionally, the composition should include discussion of behavior strategies that are student-specific and proactive measures aimed at ensuring effective classroom management for all students.  Each example should relate specifically to a characteristic of autism spectrum disorder and for clarity, the writer should refer to the characteristic when citing an example.  Lastly, the writer should discuss how he or she would use strategies learned in this course to effectively participate in the IEP Team process and communicate with families of children with autism.  The rubric provides an overview of scoring qualifications.  A complete rubric for the Graduate Credit Assignment is contained at the end of this syllabus.  

Graduate Assignment Writing Rubric:
	Points Possible


	Topic

	30
	Instructional Strategies

	20
	Behavioral Strategies

	15
	Knowledge of Disability Area

	10
	Participation in the IEP Team Process

	10
	Communicating with Families

	10
	Professionalism 

(language usage, grammar usage, spelling, and punctuation)

	5
	Required Length and Format


Additional Instructions:

Compositions should utilize the American Psychological Association (APA) Fifth Edition format.  When referring to information contained in text sources such as the textbook assigned to this course, use the APA 5 format for citations.  Students are encouraged to demonstrate their understanding by paraphrasing texts instead of including direct quotes.  It is not necessary to cite PowerPoint presentations or information contained in lectures and discussions.  Utilize APA 5 format when formatting the body of the paper, including the title page, headers, spacing, margins, and references page.  Students are not required to include an abstract with this composition.  Papers submitted should be no more than eight double-spaced pages in length, which includes a title page, body of the paper, and references.  
Due Date: All papers for graduate credit are due via email submission to the instructor by 3:00 p.m. on July 6, 2011.  If students foresee difficulty with submitting the composition electronically, they must arrange with the instructor to submit the assignment via mail or delivery so that it is received by the due date.  
Goucher College does not issue grade reports.  You can obtain your grade approximately 3 weeks after concluding the course by going to the Goucher website (mygoucher) and follow the prompts to receive your grade.  If you have misplaced your password, please contact the help desk and they will walk you through this procedure (410-337-6322). 

If you need a paper copy of grades for tuition reimbursement, you will need to request a transcript in writing.  You can fax your request to Student Administrative Services (SAS) at 410-337-6504 or mail to SAS at

Goucher College, SAS

1021 Dulaney Valley Road

Baltimore, MD 21204

There is no charge for this request.  Please allow 3-5 working days to process.  To access the transcript request form, please go to http://www.goucher.edu/x1891.xml
Tentative Course Schedule
Chapters listed below refer to the Fein and Dunn text.
Before Class Reading Assignment: Preview Chapters 1 and 2

	Date


	Topic(s)
	Assignment

	Monday, June 21
	An Introduction to Autism
Executive Functioning

Review Criteria for Assignment 1 (Mini Book Study)
	Chapter 11
KWL Chart

Begin Assignment 1

	Tuesday, June 22
	The Hidden Curriculum
Social Perception and Social Thinking
Strategies to Address Social Skills Deficits
	Chapter 12
Complete Assignment 1

	Wednesday, June 23
	Behavioral Challenges Associated with Autism
Proactive Strategies for Classroom Management
Student-Specific Behavioral Strategies
Visual Supports for the Classroom: Make ‘n Take Session
Assignment 1 (Mini Book Study) Due
	Chapter 10
Begin Assignment 3

Assigned Reading: Instructional Management Tips for Teachers . . .

	Thursday, June 24
	Academic Challenges Associated with Autism
Strategies to Address Academic Challenges
Living with Someone with Autism: Family Issues

Preparation for Family Panel
Complete Assignment 2 during class
	Chapter 4
Assignment 3

Assigned Reading: Three Family Perspectives

	Friday, June 25
	Your Role in the IEP Team Process

Family Panel
Assignment 3 Due 

(time will also be provided during class)
APA Style Review Session (optional)
	Begin graduate assignment 

(optional)
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ED 528: Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders through Inclusive Practices
Instructor: Andrea Parrish, M. Ed. 
ASSIGNMENT 1: MINI BOOK STUDY

Student Name: 







	Points Possible
	Topic
	Points Earned
	Comments

	2
	Brief description of a student described in the chapter
	
	

	2
	Brief description that summarizes the strategies used with the student
	
	

	5
	Evaluation of whether this strategy would be useful
	
	

	5
	Recommendation(s) for how  to improve this strategy OR how this strategy may be useful with a particular student

	
	

	2
	Poster is both attractive and engaging for the audience
	
	

	2
	Handout includes required components and copies are prepared for all audience members

	
	

	2
	Presentation is limited to 2-5 minutes and includes professional delivery
	
	

	Total

20
	
	
	


Final Grade






ED 528: Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders through Inclusive Practices
Instructor: Andrea Parrish, M. Ed. 
ASSIGNMENT 2: LESSON MODIFICATION ACTIVITY

Student Name: 







	Points Possible
	Topic
	Points Earned
	Comments

	5
	Contains strategies to address Hidden Curriculum and social skills deficits
	
	

	5
	Contains strategies to address executive functioning deficits
	
	

	5
	Contains strategies to address a student who may experience difficulty in understanding abstract concepts

  
	
	

	5
	Lesson plan incorporates an example of how increased visual supports may be used in the delivery of the lesson


	
	

	5
	Lesson plan includes a rationale as to how proactive measures will be established to ensure effective delivery of all classroom instruction (i.e. establishing routines, behavioral expectations, etc.)


	
	

	5
	Modifications are relevant to the course content and allow student continued exposure to the same content as peers


	
	

	Total

30
	
	
	


Final Grade






ED 528: Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders through Inclusive Practices
Instructor: Andrea Parrish, M. Ed. 
ASSIGNMENT 3: STUDENT BEHAVIOR PLAN

Student Name: 







	Points Possible
	Topic
	Points Earned
	Comments

	2
	Identify 2-3 measurable, observable target behaviors characterized by the student
	
	

	2
	Identify 2-3 measurable, observable replacement behaviors for the aforementioned target behaviors


	
	

	2
	List relevant antecedents for each of the target behaviors 
	
	

	2
	Hypothesize the function of each target behavior
	
	

	4
	Identify at least one strategy to address the function of each target behavior
	
	

	4
	Provide at least 2 examples of how the student’s skill development will be increased through direct instruction

	
	

	4


	Identify at least 2 strategies will can be used to minimize the antecedents of the behaviors

	
	

	10
	Create a response plan for at least one of the target behaviors, which includes which behavior requires a response plan, who will respond, how they will respond, who will be notified, and how the student will return to instruction

	
	

	Total

30
	
	
	


Final Grade
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ED 528: Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders through Inclusive Practices
Instructor: Andrea Parrish, M. Ed. 
GRADUATE CREDIT ASSIGNMENT SCORING RUBRIC

Student Name: 







	Points Possible
	Topic
	Points Earned
	Comments

	30
	Instructional Strategies
	
	

	20
	Behavioral Strategies
	
	

	15
	Knowledge of Disability Area
	
	

	10
	Participation in the IEP Team Process
	
	

	10
	Communicating with Families
	
	

	10
	Professionalism 

(language usage, grammar usage, spelling, and punctuation)
	
	

	5
	Required Length and APA Format
	
	

	Total

100
	
	
	


Final Grade







Comments:








