Soc 393: Gendered Bodies, Gendered Meanings

Dr. Janet Shope





Ext.6265

VM 140






Office Hours M3-4;Th 2-3 

Course Description: This course examines the gendered meanings attached to the body and how gender is performed through the body. Specifically, we will explore the dualistic split between mind and body, how identity work is accomplished through the body, and the ways the body has been controlled and regulated to maintain systems of power and privilege.

Required Texts:

Bordo Susan. 2004.Unbearable Weight. University of California Press.
Holland Samantha. 2004. Alternative Femininities. Berg Press.
Loe, Meika. 2004. The Rise of Viagra. New York University Press.

Michalko, Rod. 2002. The Difference that Disability Makes. Temple University Press.

Sullivan Deborah. 2001.Cosmetic Surgery. Rutgers University Press.

Required Articles: 
Scott S. and D.Morgan. “Bodies in a Social Landscape.” In Body Matters edited by S. Scott and D. Morgan.

Schiebinger, Londa.1999. “Theories of Gender and Race.” In Feminist Theory and the Body edited by J. Price and Margrit Shildrick, Routledge.
Collins, Patricia Hill. 2004. “Why Black Sexual Politics?” In Black Sexual Politics, Routledge.

Collins, Patricia Hill. 2004. “Booty Call.” In Black Sexual Politics, Routledge
Holmlund, Chris, 1997. “Visible Difference and Flex Appeal.” In Building Bodies edited by Pamela Moore, Rutgers.

Heywood, Leslie.1998. “Building Backlash” In Bodymakers, Rutgers.

Course Requirements:

Ten Weekly Quizzes on Readings    100 points

Two Problem Based Learning (PBL)  Projects  100 points


PBL 1: “Jenna Wants Breast Implants” Due Nov 4

PBL 2: ‘Should the Government Pay for Viagra” Due Nov 23
Two Mini- Research Projects: 100 points

Body Work  Due Oct 12
Disability and Difference  Due Dec 9
Total Points   300 points

Course Policies:

Late papers will be penalized a letter grade for each day they are late. Also, papers should not be emailed; papers are due at the beginning of class. I am happy to review drafts sent via email, but all final papers should be handed directly to me.

There are no make-up quizzes without securing permission from me in advance. A missed quiz will count as one of your dropped quiz scores.

Please turn off all cell phones before class begins.

August 31 
Overview

Sept
2
Why Bodies Matter


Reading: ‘Bodies in a Social Landscape”


7
So What Does J Lo Teach Us about History?


Reading: Collins, ‘Black Sexual Politics”  


9
Video: “The Life and Times of Sara Baartman

Reading: Collins, “Booty Call”



Bodies As Selfwork: The Language of the Body

14
Reading Goffman, Embodiment and Interaction Rituals

16
Body Language


Eating and Lifting our Way to Gendered Bodies

21
Reading: Bordo, pp.  xiii-44   



23
Video: Your Name In Cellulite

Reading: Bordo, pp.45-138

28
Bordo: pp.139-214

30
Bordo: pp. 215-300

Oct
5
Video: Pumping Iron 



Reading: “Visible Difference and Flex Appeal”

7
Video: Pumping Iron II



Reading: ‘Building Backlash”
Bodies and Identities


12
Reading: Holland pp. 1-51



Body Work Project Due


19
Reading: Holland, pp.53-115



21
Reading: Holland, pp.117-164

Constructing Bodies

26
Reading Sullivan pp. 1-67
28
Reading Sullivan pp, 68-101
Nov
2
Reading Sullivan pp 102-206

4
Reading from Gender Outlaw


PBL 1 Due


9
Video: The Remarkable Story of John/Joan
Bodies in Health and Disease 


11
Reading: Loe pp. 1-62


16
Loe pp, 63-124


18
Loe pp. 125-183

23
Michalko, pp. 1-40

PBL 2 Due

30
Michalko pp. 41-72

Dec
2
Michalko pp. 73-176


7
Wrap Up 
