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Course Description: This course systematically examines the social character and causes of domestic violence, with special attention given to child abuse and violence in adult intimate relationships. We will explore the social, historical, and political processes that influence domestic violence. Some of the questions explored during the semester are:

Why are societal factors important in understanding family violence?

Can you differentiate between punishment and abuse? 

How much validity is there to the claim that battered children become abusers? 

What is the nature of the relationship between the state and the family?

How should we deal with offenders? Should they be arrested and incarcerated? 

When does culturally prescribed childcare become child abuse and neglect? If the childcare is culturally prescribed can it be defined as child abuse and neglect?

What factors are associated with domestic violence?

Why do battered women stay with abusive partners?

What are the limitations of research designs, sampling and measurement techniques used to study domestic violence?

Do cultural images of women contribute to violence against women?
Are men victims of husband battering or husband abuse?

How is violence embedded in institutional structures?

Required Readings:

Bergen, Raquel et.al 2005. Violence Against Women- Classic Papers, Allyn and Bacon.
Gelles, Richard. 1996. The Book of David,
Jones, Kathleen. 2001. Living between Danger and Love: The Limits of Choice. Rutgers U. Press.

Sokoloff, Natalie. 2005. Domestic Violence at the Margins. Rutgers University Press.
ON RESERVE:

Armstrong, Louise, “Who Stole Incest”

Bass, Ellen."Introduction: In the Truth Itself, There is Healing". In I Never Told Anyone.
Dobash, R. and Dobash. 1979. “The Legacy of the Appropriate Victim” In Violence Against Wives, 
Dobash,R. and Dobash E. 1979 "The Nuclear Family and the Chastisement of Wives” In Violence Against Wives.
Miller-Perrin, Cindy and Robin Miller-Perrin.”History and Definitions of Child Maltreatment.” In Child Mistreatment, Sage.
Miller-Perrin, Cindy and Robin Miller-Perrin.”The Study of Child Mistreatment: Theoretical and Methodological Issues.”In Child Mistreatment, Sage.

Renzetti Claire et.al. 2001. Theoretical and Methodological Issues in Researching Violence Against Women. In Sourcebook on Violence Against Women, Sage. 
Valente Roberta et.al. 2001. The Violence Against Women Act of 1994: Te Federal Commitment to Ending Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Stalking, and Gender Based Crimes of Violence. In Sourcebook on Violence Against Women, Sage.

 Iovanni, LeeAnn and Susan Miller. 2001. “Criminal Justice System Responses to Domestic Violence.” In Sourcebook on Violence Against Women, Sage.

Course Requirements:

1. (25%) The first requirement is class attendance and participation. It should go without saying that students should attend class regularly and participate. However in a seminar this is imperative. Preparation for class is essential. You should carefully read materials before class, keeping in mind the following questions: What do the readings tell us about domestic violence?; What questions remain unanswered?; How do the readings complement/contradict other materials discussed in class? Each week your notes on the readings will be collected. For each reading summarize the author’s main points. What is the author’s argument? What evidence does h/she use to support h/her argument?
2. (25%) Newspaper Assignment:

This assignment is a way for you to become more aware of the pervasiveness of domestic violence and to think critically about how it is reported in society. Due March 30

Guidelines:

You will need to subscribe to a newspaper or use the newspapers in the library. Each week you will search the local newspapers (The Baltimore Sun, The Washington Post, The New York Times) for articles about domestic violence. Clip the articles and write a summary/reaction/critique of the account. These reports should be an account written by a reporter, rather than the personal story of a victim/survivor. Additionally each story or account counts only once, so if you get 2 or 3 articles about the same incident it only counts as 1 entry. The articles should be current, and NOT COVER SUCH THINGS AS LEGISLATION OR REACTION TO LEGISLATION, ETC.

The journal should contain the news article on one page and then on the next page the summary and critique. For the summary I expect about ½ to ¾ page length and for the critique, I expect another ¾ -1 page length. So your entry should be roughly 2 pages. Make sure to label each section SUMMARY and Critique.  Make sure that the summaries are thorough. If you find yourself thinking, There’s not enough information, do not use the article.  USE CONCEPTS FROM CLASS. This assignment should be an extension of what you are learning in class. If you are reading/writing about the intergenerational transmission of violence, say it.  Number your entries. You should have 12 total.

Use a three ring binder.

3. (25%) The third course requirement is your community service project. I have redesigned the course to include a required field research/service learning component. In addition to the 3 hours of class time, students will be required to complete an additional 30 hours outside of class working with a service provider. You will keep a journal of your experiences and will write three short reaction/reflection essays. We will meet periodically on Wednesdays to discuss our respective experiences. A detailed handout that discusses the journal and the reflection pieces will be handed out.
4. (25%) The final paper requires you to use your notes from the readings. In this assignment you will interpret quotes (assembled by me) from various persons affected by domestic violence. Using your notes, you will analyze selected quotes and apply the readings to your analysis.  Due May 15
Guidelines for Papers:

Late papers will be penalized a letter grade for each day they are late. Also, papers should not be emailed; papers are due at the beginning of class.

Guidelines for Discussion:

It is likely that some of the students in our class are survivors, perpetrators, or witnesses of violence. I am, therefore, establishing guidelines for discussion:

1. Withholding: Do not feel obligated to reveal your own experiences. Reveal only what is comfortable for you to have your peers know.

2. Confidentiality: Any revelations made in the class should not be reported in an identifiable way to others unless I feel that college policy has been violated.

3. Respect: We should respect survivors and their decisions even if we disagree with those decisions. We should also recognize perpetrators' own victimization while still holding them responsible for their actions.

4. Disagreements should be handled through constructive dialogue. It is easy to get angry with those who disagree with us on these topics. Try to keep it constructive.

5. Hope and Activism: It is easy to get depressed and to despair about this subject. Keep in mind that the situation is better than it was 10 years ago because activists have worked for change. Change will continue to occur IF we insist on it. As Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of committed persons can change the world. Indeed they are the only ones that ever have.”

Course Outline:

Jan 31  Introduction


Overview of Course

Feb 2
Discussion of what we know/believe about domestic violence


Myths about Domestic violence:

Class Exercise: Social Responsibility or Whose to Blame

Questions: How do myths about the family perpetuate family violence? Where lines of privacy should be drawn? What are some of the methodological problems associated with studying abuse?

Unit 3: Feb 7 How Common is Violence: Historical Overview of Domestic Violence 

Reading: Buzawa, Eve and Carl Buzawa, “Historical Factors in Domestic Violence” (Will Hand out)
 Dobash, R. and Dobash. 1979.”The Legacy of the Appropriate Victim” and "The Nuclear Family and the Chastisement of Wives."

Questions: Have our families become more violent? Is there evidence that violence is a historical legacy?

Child Abuse

Unit 4: Feb 9-14 Child Abuse: Children as Property - Children as Victims

Reading: Miller-Perrin and Perrin, Chs.1-2. 

Questions: Is there a distinction between physical punishment and abuse? If abuse is culturally prescribed, can we label it as abuse? Can we develop universal and culturally unbiased standards of appropriate childcare and development?  How have our conceptions of childhood changed over time?

Feb 16 Film: The unquiet death of Eli Creekmore

Feb 21-23 Gelles, The Book of David

Feb28-March 2 Child Sexual Abuse

Reading: Armstrong and Bass Ellen."Introduction, in the Truth Itself, There is Healing". In I Never Told Anyone.

Bergen et al. Chs. 3-5

Questions: Compare and contrast a psychological model of incest with a sociological perspective? Provide examples of the sexualization of childhood in popular culture.

Violence in Intimate Relationships

March 7-9 Theoretical and Methodological Perspectives on Abuse

Reading: Renzetti et al. “Theoretical and Methodological Issues in Researching Violence Against Women” pp 1-52   

Sokoloff Ch.1 2, 3

Questions: How does a family violence perspective differ from a feminist perspective? What are the strengths and weaknesses of each approach?

March 14-16 Sexual Violence
Reading: Bergen et.al.  Chs 1-2, 6-7, 8-10

 Start Reading Jones
Question: Is it helpful to view violence along a continuum? What do you see as the strengths and weaknesses of this approach?

March 28
Video: Not a Love Story


March 30  Pornography and Violence: Is There a Connection?
Questions: Is there a difference between erotica and pornography?

Why is pornography a debate over whose (men's or women's) free speech is protected?

Physical Violence
April 4-6

Bergen et al. Ch. 11-12, 13-14, 

April 11 Bergen et al. 15-16 

Video: Defending Our Lives

April 13

 Discussion of Jones, Living Between Love and Danger
Questions: What do you see as some of the key reasons why women stay with their abusers? How do our major institutions affect women's decisions to stay or leave? 

The Intersectionality of Domestic Violence
April 18-20 Sokoloff , Chs 6-7, 9-10
April 25-27 Sokoloff, Chs. 13-15; Bergen18-19




Institutional Responses 
May 2-4  Bergen  Ch.21

Valente et.al, Violence Against Women Act

Iovanni and Miller, Criminal Justice Responses to Domestic Violence

May 9-11 Sokoloff 19,22, 23, 24

