Sociology 217: Social Research Methods

Dr. Janet Shope



Office Hours: MW 2:30-3:30 
VM 140




Phone:337-6265

Email:jshope@goucher.edu

Course Overview: The course examines the various research methodologies used in the social sciences: survey research, unobtrusive research, and qualitative methods. The course includes a lab component where you will learn SPSS, the statistical package for the social sciences. During the course, you will have an opportunity to research a topic of interest to you using data from the General Social Survey. The General Social Survey (GSS) is an annual nationwide survey that explores a host of social issues.

The objectives of the course are:

1) to acquaint you with the elements of social scientific thinking;

2)  to provide you with research skills;

3) to provide an opportunity for you to engage in the research process;

4)  to provide a foundation for reading and critically evaluating the social science literature;

5) to acquaint you with a statistical computing package used in the social sciences;

6) to help you discern ethical issues related to social research;

7) to know why and how to apply various sampling techniques, statistical tests, and research techniques in appropriate interrelationships;

8) to demonstrate the ability to develop a research design from the formulation of a sociological question to the collection, analysis, and interpretation of data; and

9) to demonstrate the ability to communicate research in a clear, coherent, written form.

It is impossible in one semester to adequately cover all the methods one uses in research. The objective of this course is to expose you to a variety of methods helping you to discover the kind of methodology that ignites your curiosity. Due to time constraints, the course is weighted towards quantitative analyses, but this is not because I think it produces better outcomes. We will cover various forms of qualitative methods, but I would encourage you to take the qualitative methods course at the 300 level for a more in-depth understanding of qualitative methods. This course is not a statistics course, so you don’t need a particular math aptitude to do well. 


We will also be discussing various ways to write about research. At this stage in your major, it is important that you understand the basic format of a research paper and the process involved. No one (in the profession) sits down and writes a final draft of a research paper in one sitting. Writing is a process that involves constant clarification and refinement of your ideas. To facilitate this process, the research paper will be handed in to me in sections, which will be graded and returned to you for revision. 

Required Readings:

Babbie, Earl. 2003. The Practice of Social Research, Wadsworth.

You are expected to provide your own computer disks (3 ½  high density disks).

Class Policies:

Since this is a four hour lab course, your participation and your presence at labs is mandatory. Late work will be penalized a grade for each day it is late. Work should be handed in during class and not emailed. Please turn your cell phones off before class begins. 

Class Requirements:

You are responsible for completing reading assignments and class assignments on time. It is absolutely imperative that you do NOT get behind in this course.  The course includes the following graded assignments:

A Problem-Based Learning (PBL) Assignment: The assignment creates an opportunity for you to go through all the research steps. I will hand out a problem that requires research. You will be assigned to a group, and your group will work through the problem during the semester. The PBL will include 4 lab assignments. The PBL is worth 20 percent of your grade. The due dates for the assignments are:

LAB 1 Feb  23
Lab 2  March 23
Lab 3  April  6
Lab 4 April 20

B. Quantitative Research Paper: The quantitative paper requires you to analyze data from the General Social Survey. You will select a topic from the GSS, and I will download data onto a disk for you. The paper follows the format of most published empirical papers. Sections of the paper, as outlined below, are due in advance, graded and returned to you for revision. The final version of the paper, which includes your analysis and a discussion of your findings, will include the  previously revised sections. The final version of the paper is due May 5.  The sections of your paper are due on the following dates:

Introduction   5% March 1  (2 pages) 

Review of the Literature 10% March 24   (4-5 pages)

Methods 5% April  12 (1-2 pages)

Results and Conclusions – Final Paper  May 5
C. Two Exams: Midterm and a Final. Each exam contributes 15% toward your final grade. Midterm March 8   



Final TBA

Week




Topic



Reading

January 25



Course Overview

Jan27-Feb 3



Approaches to Inquiry

Babbie Chs.1-2

1) Philosophy of Science

2) The foundations of social science

3) Explaining social phenomena

4) The interplay of theory and research

Feb 8  


The logic of causation










Babbie, Ch.4,

Feb 10-15    




Research design

Babbie Ch.4

1) Meaning, purpose, principles

2) Units of analysis

3) Cross-sectional vs. longitudinal

Feb 17-22



The ethics and politics of research
Babbie Ch.3

Feb   24-Mar 1



Conceptualization and Measurement
Babbie Ch.5

1) Operationalization

2) Reliability and Validity

March
3



Levels of measurement

Ch.5

March 8



Midterm

March
10



Indexes, Scales, and Typologies
Babbie, Ch.6





1) Indexes vs. scales

3) Index Construction

4) Scale Construction

March
22-24



Sampling



Babbie Ch.7

1) Definitions and Concepts


2) Probability Sampling

3) Non-probability Sampling




Modes of Observation




March 29-3l
   


Surveys



Babbie Ch.9

 April 5-7



Field research



Babbie Ch.10

April 12



Unobtrusive Research


Babbie Ch. 11

April 14



Qualitative Design


Babbie Ch.13

















Data Analyses

April 19-21



Qualitative Analysis


Babbie Ch.13

April 26



Quantitative Analysis 


Babbie  Ch.14

April 28



Elaboration



Babbie  Ch.15

May 3-5



Statistical Analyses


Babbie  Ch.16

