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YOUNG LEADERS 2009

SERVING

GOD

HCOMMUNITY

THREE MINISTERS EXEMPLIFY SELFLESS WORK
OF EBONY MAGAZINE'S YOUNG LEADERS

BY LYNN NORMENT

The Rev. Michael W. Waters (far left) was a senior in high school when he was
“called” to the ministry. He had just finished speaking during a youth program at a rural
church in south Texas when a middle-age man walked to the front of the church as the
congregation erupted into shouts of praise. In response to his message, he was told lat-
er, the man decided to seek help for his drug addiction and return to his family and the
church. “This singular moment lit a new fire within me toward the life-changing power of
the Gospel and awakened a deeper sense of calling and purpose for my life,” says
Waters, 29, founder and senior pastor of Joy Tabernacle AME Church in Dallas.

For the Rev. Eboni K. Marshall, 28, the call to ministry came when she was an
18-year-old college student and realized she had to do more to serve the community.
“I recognized very early on that the hand of God was on my life,” says Marshall, assis-
tant minister for Christian education at the historic Abyssinian Baptist Church in New
York City. “I had no choice but to do God’s will by serving the people of God.”

Like Marshall and Waters, the Rev. LeSean Tarkington , 29, grew up in the church,
and as a youngster, he knew he wanted a life of higher service. An ordained minister, he
founded the Atlanta-based Tarkington Group, a strategic planning and consulting firm
that advises faith-based organizations. “| remember growing up in Los Angeles, and our
church, First AM.E. Church, under the leadership of former Pastor Cecil L. Murray, was
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